





On U.S. Labor’s Holiday 





British Unions Defend Old World’s Last Democracy 


Labor Day 1940 comes at the most 
crucial moment in the history of the 
labor movement of the United States and 
throughout the world. It comes on the 
first anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Second World War, the outcome of which 
will decide the fate of freedom and dem- 
ocratic institutions for generations to 
come. 

In one country after another the free 
trade union movement has been de- 
stroyed by the combined forces of totali- 
tarianism. But the sorrow we feel today 
over the tragedy that has befallen the 
free trade unions in many countries is 
assuaged by the thrilling battle which 
the trade unions of England, the only re- 
maining free trade unions of Europe, are 


waging against the ruthless foe. With 
dauntless courage and the last full meas- 
ure of devotion the organized workers 
of Britain are holding aloft the battle- 
flag of freedom. 

In this is our hope. In this the guaran- 
tee of ultimate victory! 

On this Labor Day the organized work- 
ers of America send their embattled Brit- 
ish comrades a flaming greeting! They 
may be assured that the millions of 
American trade unionists stand ready to 
play their part, shoulder to shoulder with 
the workers of Britain, in the fateful 
struggle for the preservation of democ- 
racy and free institutions, without which 
the labor movement is inconceivable. 

There has never been so glorious a 
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spectacle in the history of labor as is 
witnessed now in the heroic resistance of 
the British trade unions against the un- 
holy forces of Hitlerism darkening the 
skies of their land. Yea, a new Cromwell 
has arisen in England: the unbreakable 
collective organization, power and cour- 
age of her organized workers. 

While on the continent of Europe a 
dictator drunk with blood and power 
struts the stage with the cry “I am the 
state,” the workers of England reply 
with sword in hand “the state—it is we, 
the people!” The brutal powers of des- 
potism embodied in, Hitler, Stalin and 
Mussolini have found their match in the 
British labor movement barring to the 
dictators with its broad and mighty 
breast the road to world domination. 


To their British comrades, the workers 
of America say on this Labor Day: 


“We are with you! Your battle is our 
battle. Your defeat would be our defeat. 
Your victory will be the victory of all 
mankind! Hold fast! We will not be 
long behind!” 


This was the purport of the message 
cabled to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress last week by the New York State 
Federation of Labor at its memorable 
convention in Niagara Falls. Who will 
dare doubt that this is the sentiment of 
the many millions of the organized work- 
ers throughout this nation? 

In the world-wide civil war now raging 
between democracy and, totalitarian 
counter-revolution, the British workers 
count upon the workers of America, who 
cannot, must not, will not forget that in 
our own great conflict between freedom 
and slavery under Lincoln it was the 
workers of Britain who were the staunch 
friends and supporters of the cause of 
freedom here. 

On this Labor Day the toilers of 
Britain may be assured that the old spirit 
of international solidarity still lives, that 
in this grave moment the organized 
workers of America are guided by the 
vision of Lincoln leading the hosts of 
freedom against those who would forever 
divide mankind into oppressors and op- 
pressed. 


And on this Labor Day, as America 
prepares again to unsheath her sword in 
the 


1ge 
f freedom, there rings in 
> unionist 


American 
with even 


defense < 
breast of every 
worthy of the name, bu 
greater passion, the old battle-song with 
which the common people of this land 
responded to the call of duty when 
Union and Freedom were imperiled: 

“We are coming Father Abraham, one 
hundred million strong!” 

It is our fervent hope that before very 
long the people of America, led by the 
organized labor movement, will be fight- 
ing side by side with Britain’s, helping 
to demonstrate to the despots of the 
earth that liberty is not yet dead and 
that free men know how to die in its 
defense. 

That is the task that American labor 
is called upon to lead as this country 
girds for battle, so that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people 
may not. perish from the earth. 

That the supreme all-pervading 
thought and sentiment that moves us on 
this Labor Day! 
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Pro-Nazis Control Sections of U.S. Defense 





Willkie Bids 
For Italian 
Fascist Support 


By BILL ROBERTS 
Despite his denunciation of support by Father 
Coughlin and the German-American Bund, 
Wendell Willkie has with 
attempts to gain votes by currying favor with 


other fascist This was revealed dur- 
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ing a press conference this week when he in- 
timated that Generoso Pope would shortly throw 
the support of his I] Progresso Italo-Americano 
to the Republican campaign. 

Pope has long been one of Tammany’s main- 
stays, and’a close political and business partner 
of James J. Farley. The Italian publisher’s switch 
in allegiance comes as a result pressure 
from Italian consul Vecchiotti, according to anti- 
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By MALCOLM HASTINGS 

N AN interview which should serve as a warning to the United States, where 

© the Communists are assiduously seeking to undermine the nation’s will and 

capacity for defense, Alexander Kerensky, premier of the: Democratic Provi- 

sional Government after the downfall of the Czarist regime, described for the 
New Leader how the Stalinists did the traitorous job in France. 

Mr. Kerensky, who led the Russian Revolution of March, 1917, has just 
arrived in New York from England. He and Mrs. Kerensky left Paris on June 
13, the day before the Nazis entered the French capital and made their way 
to London in a hazardous escape by sea. 

Mr. Kerensky resided in France for many years and was intimately asso- 
ciated with many of the Socialist and labor leaders of the country. Few per- 
sons know France as well as -he does. His story is particularly valuable to 
America which, in many respects, is facing the same problems that confronted 
France both in internal and external policy. 

Mr. Kerensky said that French Communism, directed from Moscow and 
carrying out a strategy long worked out in cooperation with Berlin, was fun- 
damentally responsible for the debacle of France. 

“The Bolsheviks and the Germans have been working in much closer col- 
laboration than many imagine,’ Mr. Kerensky said. “It is a fact that the 
notorious Von Papen was in Moscow for a long time. There can be little doubt 
as to the character and purpose of his mission.” 

According to Mr. Kprensky, it was the Stalin-Hitler pact of 
which broke France’s will to fight. France, he said, had placed her 


August, 1939, 
hope upon 


assistance from Soviet Russia, having been lured into the belief by Moscow’s 
“collective security” policy, and the ultra-patriotic propaganda of the French 
Communist Party preceding the war, that she could rely upon Stalin’s co- 
operation in a conflict with Germany. 

“The Stalin-Hitler pact was an irreparable blow to French morale and 


brought hopeless confusion and disillusionment into the minds and hearts of 
the French people,” Mr. Kerensky said. “Perhaps nothing illustrates more 
glaringly Moscow’s betrayal of France and of all the democracies, than the 
fact that on June 15, the day after the Germans had entered Paris, all Com- 
munists jailed by the French government for sabotage of the war were re- 
leased, and on the same day the Communists staged a “parade” which was 
addressed by Maurice Thorez, French Communist leader. Thorez had come 
from Baden, Germany, where he had found refuge when he was compelled 
to flee France after the outbreak of the war. Marty, another French Communist 
leader, fled to Moscow. I frequently heard the Moscow radio broadcasting 
speeches in French calling upon the French workers to stop fighting. Millions 
of French workers listened to these broadcasts. Soviet propaganda played an 
even greater part than that of Goebbels in shattering French resistance.” 
x a * 

S described by Mr. Kerensky, France was fatally divided into three parts 

upon the outbreak of the war. There was the France of the Popular Front, 
which had continued to function after the Stalin-Hitler pact without the Com- 
munists; a Fascist France at the top, and a Communist France at the bottom. 















































Thorez assured 
between them and 
Catholic priests and 


pression with their propaganda. 
the Catholics that there were no more religious differences 
the Communists. As a consequence, large numbers of 
youths entered into collaboration with the Stalinists. It was all so very clever. 
Thorez had become a veritable tribune of the people of the vintage of 1793, 
while Duclos played the big role behind the scenes. All instructions from Mos- 
cow passed through him as secretary of the French Communist Party. So 
successful were the Communists in theire‘collective security’ propaganda through 


In the 1938 municipal elections, 


the instrumentality of the Popular Front that Duclos was elected a vice- 
chairman of the Chamber of Deputies.” 
oa 
ND then came the terrible blow—the Stalin-Hitler pact. 
“It came suddenly,” Mr. Kerensky continued. “It came like a thunder- 
bolt. The workers were almost paralyzed with shock. They believed that the 


leaders of the Communist Party would immediately break with Moscow. But 
how little they knew the Communists or understood the game that was being 
played by Moscow for years! Within twenty-four hours the Communist Party 


changed its policy. There followed the famous letter addressed to the gov- 
ernment by the Communist leaders demanding negotiations with Berlin. The 
cry of ‘no war’ rang from all sides of the Communist front» The sudden, 
violent volte-face executed by the Communists left the workers dazed, bewil- 
dered, bitter, without a compass. They suddenly perceived that their leaders 
had deceived them, had used them as political playthings. 

“In the bourgeois camp the situation was not much better, for it must 


not be forgotten that many of the leading poliical leaders and journalists of 
the bourgeois parties, conservative and liberal, had supported strongly the pol- 
icy of collaboration with Soviet Russia’ as an essential part of the French de- 
fensive system. Highly influential journalists like Kerillis, Pertinax and Mme. 
Tabouis, had told the French people in the days of the Popular Front that the 
Franco-Russian alliance was a sure bulwark against Hitler aggression, and 
had warned repeatedly that without Soviet cooperation France could not stand 


up against Germany. When Hitler shattered that bulwark in signing the pact 
with Hitler, French public opinion suffered unbelievable demoralization. It was 


‘in this psychological state’ of mind that France entered the war.” 

How deliberate, carefully calculated the treachery of the Communists 
could be observed by the precision and efficiency with which they proceeded to 
act, after the Stalin-Hitler pact and the debacle it produced in the hearts and 
minds of the French people, Mr. Kerensky explained. 

“The Communists went underground but the underground machinery was 
all set for action,” he continued. “Innumerable secret printing plants set up 
by the Communists long in advance began pouring out millions of subversive 
anti-war leaflets. The Humanité, chief Communist organ, continued publication 
from a secret place. Secret Communist printing shops were being seized almost 
daily. All this machinery could not possibly have been improvised overnight. 
The Communist leaders knew well what the end of the Popular Front game 
was to be: a mortal blow dealt by Moscow, in agreement with Hitler, at the 
morale of the French people.” 
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The eid of the road: Trotsky’s s federal cortdge wlids 


through Mexico City. 
A’ regards the part played in the collapse of France by Bourgeois 

Mr. Kerensky explained that while France had her 
had sought understanding with Germany at almost any 
ness lay -in other directions. 

“There was the Laval-Flandin group, for example,” he 
idea was opposition to the alliance with 
an understanding with Italy. They had 
be weaned away from Hitler to the France. This hope was deliberately 
encouraged by Italian Fascist agents operating in F rance, with the idea in mind, 
of course, of driving a wedge between France and England. This was the Italian 
counterpart to the Stalinist game of cultivating the illusions propagated. through 
the Communist participation in the Popular Front as the help that 
Soviet Russia would give to France. 

“Laval’s aim wad the creation of a 
I believe that had Italy 
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cution of the war against Germany. on the other hand, was more in- 
clined to understanding with Berlin. 

“Until the outbreak of the war, the French government was divided. Some 
elements represented by.de Monzie and Bonnet This peace party 
went into eclipse after the outbreak of the war, how ealthy classes were, 
















































































The Fascists and Communists operated in. their respective spheres but under According to Mr. Kerensky, the situation was aggravated by the confusion on the whole, opposed to the war, for reasor n. In general, there 
a joint command. In all probability, the rank and file of the Fascists and and divisions in the Socialist Party. The party was sharply divided between was no enthusiasm for the war in Frar lost the will to live 
Communists had fot been aware that their work was being directed from one the pro-war adherents of Blum and the anti-war camp kebded by Paul Faure, as a great nation. c 
center, Mr. Kerensky explained. . ae the secretary. While Blum had the majority, the dissensions were nevertheless It was Mr. Kerensky’s. opinion that the Petain government will not be 
The tragedy of human beings is that they have short memories,” Mr. bitter and significant. , ‘ able to maintain itself because it not satisfactory to Hitler 
Kerensky said. “Many seem to have forgotten the line and propaganda oR “Unlike the situation in England, there was no labor unity in France,” . “AS aha Lavi Fa Bvt copie: re to Germany,” Mr. Kerensky said. “He 
tha French Communists in the days when they were part of the Popular Front Mr.. Kerensky said. “This disunity was accentuated by the presence ah aoa is an extreme Frer imperialist, who has always beli ved that England was 
F e Limb pacifist elements among the Socialists, directed by men like Marquet and Deat, responsible for Fran Jarl ae 8 PUwerLU) Sonsinentas bloc against 
rance in I °o who had left the Socialist Party. These men were for peace at any price.” egg _— peer! yee - ns P Me esengre ‘ie AVGD Bs i a = 
S the unsettled conditions in France begin to jell, : Th bce rs — = of naan “mp —_ a 7 an oars iew wit os ie 
contending political forces jockey for position. R. KERENSKY then proceeded to draw a parallel between the work of the i 1 gad 9 a = ai iti : see & eee "2 va es ; 2 Se 
Basic to the struggle is the taut diplomatic tug-of-war Communists in France after the Stalin-Hitler pact and the outbreak of rally, Laval was sadly disillusioned aft ss in-Hitler pact 
behind the scenes between Italy and Germany. The the war and the activities of the Bolsheviks in Russia under Lenin in 1917-18. Fe Oe eee ‘ 
French politicians shuttle back and forth between the “The activities of the Communists were an exact repetition of what they ‘G" IRMANY’S objective now Is to fan the discords France, to incite the 
axis allies. Playing in the background is Jacques did in Russia when we Russian Socialists and democrats were struggling with variou vans the French peo} againsy one aAnotner, vo keep France 
Doriot, one of the few French politicians who still has the problems set us by the revolution at home and the task of holding the an Stake 01, uy at and disorganization. hat 1s W y Hitler is refusing to 
some measure of popular support. He knows his assets enemy at the front,” Mr. Kerensky said. “Contrary to all their previous asser- grant permission-to the-Petain government: to move to Paris, for in Paxis. there 
and waits. tions, the French Communists told the people that they were not interested in ciitociel resident other elements ae Hitler intends eee cot ee ite 
Caught in the crossfire is Pierre Laval. This for- this war, that it was a war begun by British and French imperialists, that elements like the formes Communist and present Fa meee Doriot. The Hitlerites 
mer left-wing syndicalist is now in Paris, latest dis- Franco-British ‘imperialism’ had to be destroyed, and that the French people Ka spline! i is zi pouee Mion “papi tac jpeg aise represents Dor- 
patches report. where he is seeking the support of the had no reason whatever to sacrifice their lives in support of the ‘war mongers.’ lots view alth igh Doriot him If has declined to write for the paper. The 
Nazi government to certain cabinet changes. Included L This propaganda was particularly violent among the workers, soldiers, students Germans are also po g Dealt ef “LO ea eae MN oyPeees to Pe- 
in Laval’s plans are Flandin, one of the chief exponents aval and youths. Hatred of the army officers was assiduously cultivated, just as tain, belic ving t ut. Eng! ind is certain. to be defeate that France should 
of rapprochement with Germany and Doriot. Laval, along with Marquet, also it was in Russia in 1917-18, as part of the task of demoralizing the armed frankly col borate with Gern : 
plan to speed the French metamorphosis into a totalitarian state by increasing forces. All officers were lyingly pictured as ‘fascists’ and ‘lackeys of the capi- “Tf the Germans find it nece og | delibe ely stir up @ Communist 
the anti-Jewish campaign. talists.’ This situation was not as-bad among the troops in the Maginot line. revolt se Fran ey Hitler be. cts the policy pursued by Bismarck after bi erasing 
The Laval move is a sign of Reich victory. Weygand and Baudouin who I knew officers who fought to obtain transfers from the army in the field to defeat of France in 1879 a pinche ibe 3 ih d agent, shod Ape *« Thiers 
had gravitated toward Italy are now sure to go. But it is doubtful if Laval the Maginot line in order to escape the horrible atmosphere created, among the wi Sota bh ; ( i gp er H isis Sener eee ne raging those elements 
will succeed. He is too shrewd for the comfort of the Reich, and lacks a troops by Communist propaganda. How tragically all this’ recalled the situation through ee eer : Se ae oe oe rape mage as - 
mass base. we were confronted with in Russia in our desperate efforts to keep her on an France, Com sts are helping him ¢ ul n this new task 
The Nazis prefer the man in the shadows—Jacques Doriot, former hero vom keel, vente her from plunging into the horrors of Bolshevism! . . i : : . he dd th : 
of the “Red Belt” of Paris—next dictator of France. “Under the circumstances thus created, the very first defeats suffered by A® regards the trial staged by the | government a Riom, wie members 
. guts i the French as the Germans advanced sealed the country’s fate. There was the of the old government Lri¢ political leaders, including Blum, as the 
The events during the last days before the collapse affords insight into break-through at Sedan. The British went back to England. The French people defendants, Mr. Kerensky characterized it in attempt to find scapegoats.” 
present events. felt themselves completely alone. And then came the terrific drive of the “The only hope of Fr: » and of Europe lies now in British victory,” Mr. 
Eyewitness to the scene—he was in Paris up to the day before the Nazis Germans, with thousands of tanks, airplanes and with a striking power of flame Kerensky concluded. “All the democratic forces of the world must support Brit- 
entered—is Alexander Kerensky, who as head of the shortlived Russian Re- and guns that completely overwhelmed the French. The discipline of the troops aim. We must forget Britain’s mistakes in the past. We must let bygones be 
public, went through a similar experience in 1917 of anti-democratic treachery. collapsed irremediably. It is interesting to note that this was not the case among bygones, for with the defeat of Britain Hitle: yuld be master of the world and 
Here in an exclusive interview by Malcolm Hastings, veteran New York the British troops or among the Polish contingents fighting in the French army. human liberty would be dead for generations to comé¢ 
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By Charles Edward Russell 
The News Reel 


LLUMINATING, vitally illuminating, is the message I had this 
week from an intelligent young Norwegian, revealing the little 
known, grim and bleak actualities of conditions in his country. 

He draws my attention, first, to the Norwegian constitution, 
key to all the mystery. 

When Norway split from Sweden, the popular element was 
strong and militant and insisted upon framing an organic law 
that, to a great extent, precluded exploitation and the accumula- 
tion of great fortunes while it curtailed or limited the power and 
prestige of the nobility and upper classes. 

From the beginning, therefore, the titled gentry and all its 
apes and valets, with the financiers and industrialists, were in- 
tensely disgusted with a social system wherein “a cook was as 
good as a count,” and only a restricted opportunity could be found 
to gouge one’s fellow man. 

The longer these conditions went the more intolerable they be- 
came to our better elements. Any right-minded person can see 
how that was. To change the constitution was impossible. It had 
put the power of the state into the hands of a lot of low fellows, 
farmers and carpenters and blacksmiths, just riff-ragf, you under- 
stand, and of course no gentleman, real, would-be or near, could 
be expected to rest easily in such a state of disgrace. What was 
the use of being descended from a long line of greasy old Vikings 
unless one could swell around and give orders and run things? 
And what was the use of trying to wangle out a big fortune if it 
got you nowhere? But after years of such sufferings as only the 
really refined and the wealthy can understand, lo! upon the dark 
horizon rose Hitlerism with healing in its wings. 

Here at last was hope, and when the Germans broke in, 
our best element received the invaders, not merely with open 
arms, but with guerdon of practical help for the gallant eman- 
cipators. Not a move was made by the English and the native 
army that was not immediately telephoned or telegraphed or 
otherwise communicated to the German commanders. A vast 
system of volunteer espionage kept the Nazi chiefs perfectly 
informed and helped greatly to insure victory for the Tenth 
Century. 





Norway Recapitulates 
The Tragedy of Europe 

HAT is to say, the story of Norway is an exact replica of 

the story of the rest of Europe. Identical cause, identical 
result. Privilege against the people. 

So far this issue and these influences have achieved these 
triumphs: : 

In Italy, the destruction of Italian democracy, the rise of Mus- 
solini, the Fascist despotism. 

In Austria, erasure of the Austrian Re- 
public and the advent of absolutism. 

In Germany, suppression of the German 
Republic and the substitution of Hitler and 
medieval monarchy. 

In Spain, the destruction of the Spanish 
Republic and tha success of Butcher Franco 
and his ruthless despotism. 

For Czecho-Slovakia, the destruction of 
the Republic and substitution of the iron heel 
and the strappado. 

The surrender of Belgium and Holland, 
the ineffable shame of France. 

The fatal surrender at Munich, the tem- 
porary supremacy of Cliveden. 

Everywhere, one cause, one result. 





General Franco 


Two Woys of Life 
In a Death Struggle 
N VIEW of this plain record, it is either idiocy or colossal 
impudence that says this war is “power politics,” “a real 
estate squabble” or a “conflict of imperialisms.” 

It is the irrepressible conflict between two irreconcilable 
concepts of human society. It is the old fight in its most 
tremendous form between Privilege and the People, between 
the Barons and the Masses. 

Today they are cutting the old “Liberty, Equality, Fra- 
ternity” from the standards and public buildings of France 
and erasing the last traces of the French Revolution. Need 
to know any more about it, O ye of the Short Circuit and 
others? 


Hitler Can't Even 

Get Standing Room 

“PPHE Destruction of England,” Herr Hitler’s surpassing spec- 
tacle, has now entered upon the third week of its run, and 

by all accounts, is making but a bad box office. Even when the 

Impressario brought out his much advertised stars, the Big 

Berthas, the results were disheartening. The failure can be ex- 

plained only by the unimpressible character of the people it was 

staged for. It was, in fact, over their heads. 

There appears now reason to think the great director of the 
show is slipping. The long line that he holds from the North-Cape 
of Norway to Gibraltar needs prestige and plenty of it—unbroken 
-if it is to be sustained through so many hundreds of 
miles of hostile country. There is no prestige but only disillusion 
in «@ blitzkrieg that doesn’t blitz but crumples up when put to the 
fest. Daily come rumors of unrest and insubordination among the 


prestigc— 


subjugated peoples. Great sport it was to roll the tanks over the 
necks of the unequipped masses. A forced journey back across 
the Rhine might lack all sportive or other pleasant significance 
for the management. 


The Navy Draws 
The Color Line 

PEAKING of national defense in this Colonel Knox, 

Secretary of the Navy, is good enough to assure us that 
no American of dark complexion will be allowed to serve his 
country in its Navy in any other capacity than that of spittoon 
cleaner or bottle washer. 

The Colonel does not tell us how dark the complexion must 
be to be thus debarred from the national service but the infor- 
mation would seem to be necessary. Why not supply a colo 
card that could be placed upon the face of any man seeking 
to enlist and so determine whether he is or is not entitled to 
fight under his flag? It is difficult to believe the gallant Colonel 
wishes to restrict the public service to pineapple blondes, but 
how else can we proceed with any certainty or confidence? 

There are in the United States at least 50,000 Americans 

descended from what is called the African race that at a 

glance cannot be detected in complexion from Americans 

descended impeccably from the heroes of Hastings. Suppose 
one of these should slip into the Navy without detection? 

No, Colonel, you can see for yourself that some test of tint 

is absolutely indispensable. 


crisis, 


Negro Discrimination 
A Form of Nazism 
ITH feeling and with Nazi's stupid, 
primitive, savageries against Jews. I have here a nice little 
present for any one that will explain the differance 
tween Naziism’s attitude toward the Jews and the American navy’s 


justice we denounce the 


in spirit be- 


attitude toward dark complexioned fellow citizens. 

Incidentally, there is no color line about taxes, The taxes 
paid by an American of dark complexion go equally with taxes 
paid by the blondes to supply the salaries of the snobs that 
run the United States Navy. But that is a pertinent fact 
the snob mind is unable to grasp. 


FDR Conscription Drive 
In Ill-Haste 
President Roosevelt would do well to study the writings of the 


old moralists on the virtue of patience. His order to Congress to 
pass the Burke-Wadsworth abomination struck the thoughtful ob- 
The bill will give him 


There was no good reason 


servers as exhibiting an indecorous haste. 


the power of government by decree. 


why he should exercise the power before it was his. It may be said 
that he felt he needed practice, but this seems inadmissable to any 
one that has considered his official career, 
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Only U. S. War on German Axis 
Can Stop World Totalitarianism 


(Written specially for the New Leader) 

HE fate of the American people will not be decided 

at the next election. In all probability, it will be 

settled within the next few weeks. For we will either 

have to seize the present opportunity boldly, and make 

war upon Hitler at once—or, by putting off this deci- 

sion, we will slide down the well-worn path that begins 

with appeasement and ends with slavery. The notion 

that there is any course open to us, other than war or 

submission to fascism is a product of wishful thinking 
and moral cowardice. 

Now, no decent person believes in war any more than 
he believes in amputation. But there may come a mo- 
ment in the life of an individual when he must choose 
between submitting to having a limb amputated, and 
permitting gangrene poisoning to kill him. At such a 
moment a sane person prefers amputation to suicide. 

Just such a choice presents itself to the American 
people today. They have to choose between fighting 
fascism at a time when there is still a prospect of 
victory, or taking a position that must lead, within a 
short while, to becoming a colonial dependency of the 
fascist states. The United States cannot maintain its 
democratic institutions against a hostile fascist world 
without fighting for them. 

OES anyone think that we will have either the time 

or the armaments to defend ourselves if Hitler 
should soon be victorious in Europe? Our present 
weakness makes us a prey to immediate blackmail, and 
to a quick invasion, not by a uniformed army, but by 
a multitude of fascist agents, disguised as tourists and 
commercial envoys. The latter, armed with contracts 
for industrial equipment and agricultural supplies, have 
already sought to awaken the cupidity of our business 
men, industrialists, and farmers. 

They promise high profits—provided we supply the 
money that will buy goods that the Nazis will consume 
at our expense. This offer of “economic cooperation” 
would repeat the pattern of international high finance 
during the reparations period. The only limit to these 
transactions would be the gullibility of our business 
men and their capacity for submitting to extortion. 

While our country was thus being looted under the 
pretext of our helping to restore world trade and re- 
building Europe, the fascists would be able to use their 
political agents, moving freely in and out of the coun- 
try, to spread wholesale corruption and build up a 
domestic fascist movement. 

Under such circumstances it is very easy to see that 
Hitler’s boast—that by 1944 the United States would 
be ripe for plucking—might well come true. Such a 
method, if it went smoothly, would not even require 
armed invasion. Fascism would replace democracy 
by “orderly” methods of pressure, blackmail, and ter- 
rorism; submission would be a “peaceful” alternative 
to civil war or armed intervention by Hitler. Neces- 
sarily the final effect would be to destroy every prin- 
ciple and every ideal that Americans proudly call their 
own. 

Now the real danger in the present situation is that 
a large part of our people is still resolutely living in 
the world of 1917 or the world of 1937, without realiz- 
ing the changes that have taken place. Such people 
do not realize that war, under fascism, begins at a 
much earlier stage than it ever began before. 

It begins with a long period of deliberate internal 
disruption. The use of armed force is a last step in 
this war. Hence the nation that waits for fascism 
openly to declare war upon it before this nation cuts 
off all intercourse with fascism and mobilizes its armies 
is already defeated. 

The only way to overcome the fascist technique is 
for our democracy to declare war upon Nazi Germany 
before fascism has had its chance to undermine our 
democracy. To be prepared to fight fascism, one must 
fight it before one is fully prepared. The alternative 
is paralysis, disintegration. and suicide. If we follow 
this second course, with the example of Poland, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Norway, and France before us, we de- 
serve to pay the price of our folly. 

T the present moment there are three major parties 
in America. There is an outright pro-fascist group, 
which numbers among its members, Lindbergh, the 
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By VICTOR RIESEL 





HETH- 

ER the 
United 
States is 
in the first 
stages of 
war with 
Germany 
is a ques- 
tion al- 
ready be- 
ing ha- 
rangued 
in impor- 
tant polit- 
ical cir- 
cles. There 
ry “se 
dou bt, 
however, casa, 
that the 
United 
States by straddling the fence, by main- 
taining friendly relations with German 
totalitarianism, aids the forces assault- 
ing British democracy, 


With customary courage Lewis Mum- 
ford, sociologist, critic, literateur, and 
pungent surveyor of contemporary foi- 
bles and mores, calls for war on Ger- 
many. Milions of Americans watch bil- 
lions being spent for defense—which in- 
sinuates armed conflict. In the accom- 
panying article Mumford states the case 
for war—now. He poses arguments 
which America knows are valid but re- 
fuses to face. The New Leader presents 

«Mr. Mumford's article in the hope that 
it will more rapidly crystallize America's 
need of stopping all aid to Germany 
and its agents. 














man with the mechanical heart; Lawrence Dennis, an 
able propagandist; Henry Ford, and a group of in- 
dustrialists; Father Coughlin, who has been an adept 
student of Goebbels; and Senator Walsh, who has been 
an open advocate of a more subtle kind of Catholic 
fascist appeasement. Behind this group stand foreign 
organizations like the German-American Bund. These 
people are not morally offended by fascist barbarism. 
They have no love for American institutions; indeed, 
for all of them our American history is, in Henry 
They seek to be the lead- 
ers of America by turning our country into a fascist 
colony, run for the benefit of Rome and Berlin. Their 
concern for “American isolation” is an attempt to iso- 
late American democracy from cooperation with the 
remaining democracies—those of Great Britain and her 
dominions. 
This group 


Ford’s classic words, bunk. 


includes people of different economic 
classes. But though it is still small in numbers, it 
makes up for that by concentration of purpose and 
by the aid and guidance given by the official German 
Nazis, and by certain members of the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy. If Hitler should be triumphant, this 
group would grow in power and importance. 

The second party is the party of the appeasers. This 
group consists of people who believe more or less in 
the status quo in America; either because they have 
all they want, or because they believe the improve- 
ments made during the last ten years in the condition 
of the organized workers would be nullified by war. 
These people are living, unconsciously, in a world that 
has ceased to exist: they are more conscious of the 
wrongs of nineteenth century imperialism than of the 
wholesale slavery, domestic and foreign, practiced by 
fascism. 

They are more venomous about the mistakes com- 
mitted at Versailles than they are over the far more 
massive brutalities and committed during 


INjJUSLICeS 


370,000 men. 


competent 


ied 


ure perturbed over Stalinite infiltra- 
vital to de- 


political 


posts 


M, whose editor Ralph Ingersoll likes ing Jackson, the phrase 
of 


to think of it as one of the Metropoli- 
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Commiissione vs 
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chap in charge of a goveru- 


the last two years by Germany and Russia; they are 
so afraid of losing certain civil liberties in war time, 
that they are prepared to lose them under 
fascism rather than to go to war. 

The political and economic complexion of this ap- 
peasement group is a motley one. It includes a CIO 
leader like Lewis at one end and Senator Taft at the 
other; it includes probably a majorit labor 
leaders; and certainly a majority of our big industrial- 
ists. Nothing could be more fatally stupid than to 
imagine that American capitalists today believe as a 
class in war, or are attempting to get us into the war; 
oh the contrary, they have slowed down and sabotaged 
our war preparation; and they are just as earnest as 
our labor leaders in hoping to keep out of it. 

An unpublished Fortune poll has, I am told, indi- 
cated that an overwhelming number of business men 
are in favor of doing business with Hitler when the 
war is over; and one high-placed industrialist has even 
privately advocated putting the screws on England in 
order to bring about “peace.” 

One thing is sure: if we go into the war, now or 
later, our going will not be the result of capitalist pres- 
sure; it will be the result of a popular demand for an 
overwhelming danger that has overcome capitalist pres- 
sure. As for the labor unions, they are now collabo- 
rators with Big Business and their partners in wishful 
thinking. Neither group has the faintest grasp of what 
a victory of fascism would mean in a world where we 
would be the sole relic of democracy, and where the 
slogan of “business as usual” would make America an 
active partner in fascist slavery. 
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HE third group is the group that knows that we 

must immediately fight two wars: one a war to pro- 
tect our existing institutions from the poison of fas- 
cism, and the other is a war to transform our personal, 
our economic, and our social aims, so as to make Amer- 
ica worthy of being saved—and strong enough inter- 
nally to save itself. Six months ago this group was 
a minority; for even those who realized the menace 
of fascism were for the most part convinced that Eng- 
land and France would eventually overcome fascism, 
and that in the course of this fight fascism itself would 
be bled and exhausted. 

In the meanwhile the destruction of Europe has em- 
phasized the fragility and brittleness of our whole civ- 
ilization. It has built up,a new sense, among, millions 
of Americans, of how dear our democratic institutions 
are and how much promise they hold for humanity, 
provided we have the courage to remold them as dras- 
tically, as decisively, as the fascists have transformed 
their feudal institutions in the direction of barbarism 
and systematic human corruption. 

Day by day this vigilant democratic group is grow- 
ing. It represents a cross section of American so- 
ciety; but its most active representatives so far are 
in the agricultural regions, in the Mississippi basin, 
in the South, and in the Northeast; and it is draw- 
ing in an increasing group in the cities who no longer 
comfort themselves with middle class illusions of irre- 
sponsible pacifism and the cowardly shifting of action 
and sacrifice to our brothers over the sea. 

These Americans still believe in democracy and 
human brotherhood; they still believe that men are cre- 
ated free and equal, and that the object of political 
society must be to maintain that freedom and restore 
that equality. They have no illusions about our failures 
and weaknesses in America; but they at least know 
that these failures are in no sense final—unless we 
esign ourselves to inaction and totalitarian death. They 
know that the war with fascism cannot be postponed; 
that the fascists cannot be put off by bribes, appease- 
ments, compromises, timid wishes. They know that 
the British peoples are fighting our fight; and in all 
decency and honor they want to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the English-speaking brothers, while 
there is still time for us to act, to re-arm and to 
achieve victory. 

The people in this third group are the very spine 
and backbone of traditional America; and they are the 
nucleus out of which a greater democracy shall yet 
grow. If their voice is heeded during the coming 
weeks, and if we actively enter the war at the side 
of the remaining free peoples of the world, the days 
of fascism will be numbered. , 





cago, and then in filling the stadium with 
thousands of anti-Semites. 

Some of the money for Plavner’s Na- 
tional Foundation for American Youth 
comes from men like Victor Ridder, whose 
New York language daily, the 
Staatszeitung, is frequently pro-Nazi... . 
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OT so long ago Ben Marsh, head of the 
People’s Lobby, came in for much cen- 
sure for dropping into the mail, franked 


Despite Ingersoll’s mimeographed his investors --. and this time forget meut publicity bureau well known for his Wheeler envelopes containing praise of 
apology to his stockholders, PM’s cov- to praise the Communist Party pro- fellow-traveling, which easily be Soviet Russia. And who is this columnist 
erage of the Coyoacan story could sram which is a story for an- proven? ; to impugn Marsh’s isolationism which 
have snuggled comfortably in Daily other column. . * Has not a millionaire who sur- many People’s Lobby sponsors do not 
Worker columns—as it did a day - ARE rounds himself with former Soviet share ? 
later. ermgies RYSKIN D, Hollywood sec iva government employees just been ap- But Marsh's recent release charginy 
On Friday, August 23, when every | ro writer and musical comedy satir- pointed a dollar-a-year man in charge that the President wus attempting “to 

newspaper in town reported Mexican st, 8 supporting WendellWillkie. He ve- of cultural relations with important puy his political debts to the clothing 
police statements concerning Jackson's © utly purchased a full page in the Holly- neutral nations? workers of the East Side of New York, 
link to the G.P.U.—not to mention George wood Reporter to reply to charges that Hasn't a prominent Stalinoid, David by conscripting millions, so that the 
Mink—PM ran Frank Jellinek’s Mexico Willkie had accepted antt-sen atte suppor’. Lloyd, formerly of the LaFollette Government will buy them needed cloth- 
City story, which led off as follows: “No — promiment writers in New York Committee Staff, been appointed by ing, which Roosevelt's policies have kept 
€ vide nce here con- wt 


whatever given out 
nects Leon Trotzky’s murder with USSR’s 
local Communist Party 
or with the previous attempt on Trotsky’s 
fe . « « Physicians here believe Trotsky 
the death bed polit- 
In his 


condition he could scarcely have muttered 


secret police, the 


could not have made 


ical remarks exploited at his bier. 


more than a few broken words.” 


This from Frank Jellinek, who sud- 


denly crops up as PM’s Mexican cor- : ‘ : vision of regional directors 
respondent. A little probing revealed for peace will be designed at cutting etc.? This action was taken 
that the gentle man is closely affiliat- votes from the Roosevelt ticket. Joe came apparent that Roose 

ed with the British Communist Party, Curran and Mike Quill are the com- noint Professor Harry A 


that he was in Spain during the civil 
war, that he wrote for World News 
and Views, press bulletin of the Com- 
munist International, successor to In- 


precorr, that he contributed to the copy pre- 

London Daily Worker, that his books pared by N. W. Ayer and Son and the nmunist “peace” 

were published by the British Left War Department’s publicity staff. This peed some debunking t 

Book Club, which, until the war, was campaign, which has some $250,000 to — +), ti-Communist. at 

a fellow-traveling house headed by spend, will not be in the flag-waving tra- . good cooperating wi 

Victor Gollancz. Jellinek’s PM dis- dition of George Creel’s World War ‘ ti ’ savory to any 

patch was reprinted in Saturday's drives. It is being designed to reveal th: W ng with men like 

Daily Worker as the only “impartial” educational advantages offered by the fey, ( ok inty commands 

story. army, especially in the training of tech- erans of Foreign Wars, ar 

And then on August 26, with delicate nicians and mechanics. Some 1000 men a_ liam J. Grace. former II 
solicitation for tender G.P.U. feelings, day are enlisting now. Little difficul S r the anti-Stalinite f 
Ingersoll permitted the editing out of the expected by the publicity men in 1 ) eye. These men were 
U.P, story on Sylvia Aageloff's confront- regular army ranks to the full auth i nging Colonel Lir 





GomME sort of peace party may be 


cago mobilization, our Deuxieme Bu- 


reau reports. It may be called the > , , 
is > . ‘ Pouard. promote Auron 
American Peace Party and will have loun bee , the 
_— mg been one o j 

the support of scores of C.I.O. state portant i: aa 


and local 
Stalinite Unions, and, of course, the 
granitic John L. Lewis. 


missars in charge. 


ly 


ll soon take the same stand. 


radio? 
Didi’t the 


} ! 
controlling the 


set by the Communists at the Chi- pariatl 


councils, scores of C.1.O. 


new administrative aivis 


complete power over 


Its campaign 


cago University to the job 
Madde 
ORE than 700 daily and weekly news- 

papers in 600 communities will short- 
begin carrying advertising 











the Federal Communication 
sion to watch fifth column use of the 
comb ’ 
National Labor Relations Which isn’t quite 
Warner 
boys, 


Special Exam 
en 
} 


complain 
}t 
those term expired Lugust 


o Chicago 


at PLAVNER and Gene Tunney 
the ( 





them too poor to buy, n ay go all right on 
the East Side of New York, but will gay 
the West Side of America,” is rather 


anti-Semitism, 


Commis- 


a 


tio nou sloppy and unconscious 


t t isolationism. 


sincere 
I 

wo has 

to the im- 


ne in. the 
which has 


wires The New Leader broke the story 

of Nazi-Communist cooperation in 
Oslo, Norway, the local branch of the 
Fi 


s, super- Comintern in its official publication, now 
d officers, known as the Three Old Ladies’ official 
when it be- organ, protested in its usual homespun 


may ap-  vituperation that New Leader editors were 


Villis of Chi- no good seller-outers. 
acated by Now, after dil these months comes 
27. confirmation—in the Daily Worker no 





less—that the Norwegian Communist 
Party had functioned until August 16, 
that Egede Nissen, chairman, Emil 
Loevizien, secretary of the party, and 
lo Henry W. Kristiansen, editor-in-chief 
of the Arbedderen, had had free range 


to debunk 


re of the country until that date, and 
that the Soviet Travel Bureau, no 
less, was open all the time. 

Can't you just picture your favorite 
iptain Wil- Norwegian idling to the Soviet Travel 
‘ommander, Bureau and asking the local commissa: 

o t for his best fam ly tourist rates for a 





summer ¢t through the Urals. 


} Holy 
shades of Rubens-Robinson. 














Page Four 


Pioneer Chain Continues 
To Show the Way in 
Screen Journalism 

This is a subject which has 
been discussed for several years 
from one end of the country to 
the other. At last it comes to 
the screen in an exclusive seven- 
minute debate in the Embassy 


“He Stayed for Prete’ 





Newsreel Theatres starting Aug. 
29 at 6:00 p. m. 

Congressman Martin Dies ad- 
vocates the deportation of 


Bridges, West Coast CIO leader, 
in a dynamic speech recorded on 
the Pacific Coast. “If the immi- 





gration laws had been properly 
enforced,” said Dies, “Bridges 
would have been deported a long 
time ago.” . Dies said that this 


had not been done because of the 
fear of public officials of the 
“imagined votes that Bridges has 
mistakenly believed to control.” 
Interior Secretary Ickes and La- 
bor Secretary Perkins came in for 
criticism and should be “chased 
out of office’ by the citizenry, 
Dies declared. 

In rebuttal 
critizizes Dies. 








Melvyn Douglas and Loretta Young co-star. 
rather interesting title of the new Roxy film, in 


ty hs Ts Fede 


Harry Bridges : 
: mat In the which 





In bringing to the screen this , 
exclusive feature, the Embassy ]! 
Newsreel Theatres are conform- 


ing to their long established poli- 
cy of impartially showing current 











news and views no matter how } . : ce 

controversial they may be. “It ; ‘ 

has been our hope,” said W. OR those of us who cannot take the current crop of news- 

arta C= se gg A lg Se paper headlines, and who seek a means of escape in 
eatre cné > ro) ring o our ° ye " ° X 

patrons debates of this kind on recorded music, the recent Victor and Columbia output has 

vital topics of the day. We shall been exceedingly rich and satisfying. And so until the sound 


be very interested to observe the 
reaction in our houses to this 
forensic battle between Dies and 
Bridges. If it is well received, 
we plan to film other debates in 
the coming months.” 

On the same program 
Newsreel Theatres are 
the latest films of the 
selected shorts. 


Robert Benchley 


of roaring planes drowns out all else, I suggest the following 
as one way of forgetting the horrors of blitzkriegs: 

At a time when the R.A.F. does yeoman service in the 
air over London, and the tales of Nazi bombings makes one’s 
blood boil or curdle, depending on 

all the one’s temperament, Haydn’s“Lon- 4 
showing Sec ater : oe 4 
war and on” Symphony in 'D Major (Vie- table. Koussevitzky does a 
tor, three records) splendid job on this lesser but 
another and extremely satisfying symphony. 
_This is France may be down moment- 
the nest 3 ‘ ie arily, but the French have always 
months, Listen to it care fully; shown a remarkable capacity for 
it’s a gem and it’s all over before® back. (They were de- 
you realize It. bitterly in 1870 but re- 
If the Italian do the battle again in 





in B Flat Major on your turn- 


conjures up 
more tranquil Lon- 
undoubtedly one of 
recordings in recent 





] 
aon, 





; 


coming 
feated 


= ae ene I 
uble-cross in turned to 














furiates you, nothing finer can 4914.) The France that will live 
bring you another and a more forever is contained in Ravel’s 
ROES Ita y, tnan the incompar- Introduction and Allegro (Colum- 
able piano sonatas .o1 Scarlaati. pia, two records). The Stuyve- 
Columbia — —— a public sant String Quartet and Laura 
rvice in releasing Robert Casa- : ake : : : 

service in releasing Robs rt Casa- Newell, harpist, turn in a fine 

desus’ brilliant interpretation of nerformance 
11 of these priceless miniatures. Late at night when the news 

Wien’ Giseaicias alk eee ok real le 
rhe Scarlatti album con ist of broadeasters have all gone home 
three records and the price is and the air is sterile of terror, 
within seine tes most every purs try listening to Purcell’s excerpts 
If Sovie Russia s role of jackal from the Dido and Aeneas suite, 
to the Nazi military machine is played by the Philadelphia Or- 
too much for you, consider Proko- ¢hestra (Victor, two records). It 
hef!s Classical Symphony in D is England at her musical best, 
Major (Columbia, two records). jyst as the lads in the R.A.F. ate 
3 This was written berore the come her } heroic best. Both stem from 
ge lle ae poser knuckled under to Stalin’s § < ine that will not fall s 
Appears in “Foreign Correspond- : : 7 ead will not fa 30 
io 7 ye nm ars, i heh ‘ lon 9 = a 
ent” at the Rivoli Theatre. pian ated aa > easily wefore the book-burners 
lumorous and reminiscent OL and sainalianaes of the flower of 
EL CHICO gayer, more decent times. It fyurope 
} pe. 


superb listening in a 


would make 


OPENS SEPT. 6th 




















= iv-re che “ye The 
Always seeking the unusual in — ar “Oreh & aggre jus 3 AFL State Federations 
Latin entertainment and in «7, me PSeeeeer awe, ee Fight Associated Farmers 
methods of preset 1, Benit intellige job ee tbe . 
Collado will open his new a To he vaior- Representatives of the Wash- 
at El Chico on Friday, Septem- ous defense of their homeland by ington, Oregon, and California 
ber 6, with both the old show the new olume pu ite Federations of Labor agreed 
and the incoming one presented out months ago will give (at a conference this week to in- 
on that night. Collada calls this the Jistener an insieht into the ktsates enki » # : 
the first night club double feature Minvish. acd I eee to - ute an organized campaign on 
but hopes at the same time that eta a Viet : sl le Pacific Coast to stabilize labor 
it will not set a precedent. ‘ - and consisting © conditions in the “black spots” on 
even records, contain Sibelius’ the coast, where efforts to elevate 
MUSIC HALL HOLDS OVER bn Saga, T Bard and other in- ub-standard working conditions 
Attaining a distinction achieved cider tal Sibelius compositions. It are being fought by the anti-labor 
by only three other films in eight is Northland music, trong, \ssociated Employers 
years “at the Radio Ci ty Music broodit and l! tly melodic, The program effected by the 
Hall, “Pride and Prejudice,” co- + Listening to this music youknow conference will be put into action 
Searing Laurence Olivier. — perfect ttle Finland by the three organizations acting 
a. he inn + dg 1US the or a intry west of the together, and operating in their 
thin pu ip a gloriou own areas, and will coordinate all 
PT a cl struggle in defens of freedom. AFL activities so that the 
AL raining ass [This may not make sense politi- strength of the organization will 
cally, but it make ense while be fully effective in particularly 
Hears Abramson 30 2 listening to sive snc Bh I : 
For tho who are inclined to The most important point of 
on ins ahnar >. v 1 . ‘ ~ I 
a Sing A — — ass ee. oe Hid i . ‘tion will be Southern Cali- 
Te he ant <item Anehiic Pee remember that Beethoven tornia, which is controlled by the 
toosevi It, aid hh ving Abram too was Germanic, Forget Hitler Associated Farmers and innumer- 
son, : ampa g} Director of the Goet | and Goebbels and put able other reactionary “protect- 
Party. It must present a pro- Victor Beethoven Symphony No. ive” groups. 


gressive social philosox * 


“BEST PLAY OF YEAR” —D. AN TON W. AL KE R, NE WSs 


OSCAR SERLIN presents Clarence 


meet the needs of the people.” 
His exposition of 


enthusiastically 


1 ard | a 
group of forty men and women 
who, under the _ leade Pir 
August Claessens, tudents 


the campaign class and who 


Day's 

















THE reigned LEADER 


“ALL THIS AND HEAVEN 
TOO” AT RKO THEATRES 
Continuing its parade of new 
season’s hits, the RKO Theatres 
in Manhattan, Bronx and West- 
chester, including the Palace, are 
showing Bette Davis and C harles 


Boyer in “All This and Heaven 
Too.” ‘Based on Rachel Field’s 
novel of the same name, with a 
notable cast which also includes 
Jeffrey ‘Lynn, Barbara O’Neil, 
Viriginia Weidler, Helen West- 
ley and Walter Hampden, this 
outstanding film is now being 


“Pop 
Errol, 
Pearce 


new comedy 
with Leon 
Adele 


shown with the 
Alway Pays,” 
Dennis O’Keefe, 

and Walter Catlett. 


ROXY OFFERED 'HE STAYED 
FOR BREAKFAST‘ 

Loretta Young and Melvyn 
Douglas, teamed for the first 
time, are starred in the new Co- 
lumbia comedy romance, “He 
Stayed for 3reakfast,” which 
starts today at the Roxy Theatre. 

Larry Adler, harmonica vir- 
tuoso, has been engaged to head- 
line the new Fanchon and Marco 
variety presentation also begin- 
ning Friday on the Roxy stage. 

A new edition of the Roxy 
News and Pictorial Review com- 
pletes the new program. 
SEDGWICK FOR 
WYNN SHOW 

Edna Sedgewick, one of the 
country’s leading dancers has 
been signed for an important role 
in Ed Wynn’s forthcoming revue 
“Boos and Girls Together.” Miss 
Sedgewick is a graduate of the 
country’s leading night clubs, and 
was recently featured in several 
musical pictures for Universal. 








— 30th Week 

* & &’—Liberty Magazine 

DOROTHY THOMPSON says: 
“It’s Unforgettable!’’ 





in The 


“BAKER’S WIFE” 


English Titles by JOHN ERSKINE 
Air-Cooled Nr. 7th Ave. 
WORLD, 49th St. cir. 7-5717 


30¢ feel: tax till noon 





GALA HOLIDAY SHOW 
AT PARAMOUNT 


on the River,” co-starring Bing 
Crosby, Mary Martin, Oscar Le- 
vant and Basil Ratbone, the New 
York Paramount Theatre is pre- 
senting its first big in-person 
show of the new season. Head- 


ing the 


0 
8 


Oo 


is headed by 
included Ray 


a 
a 


With the showing of 


and 


f stage, screen 
isted by Milt Charleston. The 
dy ore ts featured with Murray 


Will Bradley and 
McKinley and Park 
nd Clifford, Special attractions 
re Dinah Shore and Tito Guizar. 











WALTER WANGER presents 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


FOREIGN. CORRESPONDENT 


Joel McCREA - Laraine DAY 

Herbert MARSHALL - Geo. 

SANDERS - Rob’t BENCHLEY 
Albert BASSERMAN 


teleased thru United Artists 


United Artists 


RIVO B’way & 49th St. 
Midnite Shows 
Doors Open 9: 











TRANS-LUX 


49th St. & Broadway 


LABOR DAY 
PICTURES 


Are Headlined Now 
in the Newsreels 
— EXTRA — 
NEW WAR FILMS 
— Plus — 
The Latest News Reels 
and Selected Shorts 



































SEE and HEAR STIRRING DEBATE 


DIES vs. BRIDGES 


on Timely Issue 
“Should Harry Bridges Be Deported?” 
Also “BATTLE of BRITAIN” and 
WORLD NEWS 


NEWSREEL 46th St. & Broadway 


EMBASSY 


THEATRES soth st. 


72nd St. & Broadway 


& Radio City 

















SHOWPLACE 
OF THE NATION 


"Deliciously pert comedy. 


"One of the most entertaining of the season. 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 


Mary Boland - Edna May Oliver - Maureen O'Sullivan 


Ann Rutherford 


Directed by Robert Z. Leonard 


New Walt 


ON THE GREAT STAGE: 
a spectacular, 


Rogge. 





Doors Open 10:30 A.M 
Stage 


FIRST MEZZANINE 


Disney Cartoon: 


- Picture 


Show at: 12: 


RADIO CITY 


MUSIC HAL 


Frieda Inescort 


‘THE BILLPOSTERS” 


“LIGHTS 
sprightly new revue... 
Symphony Orchestra, under direction of Erno Rapee. 


at 


12 


SEATS RESERVED IN 
Phone Clrele 


ROCKEFELLER $6. 


center “ 
”—TIMES 
’_NEWS 


luced by Hunt Stromberg 


AND SHADOWS” 
produced by Florence 





10:45, 1:40, 4:33, 7:29, 10:21 


ADVANCE 


y , 





“Rhythm 


show is Ken Murray, star 
radio, as- 


GARRISON FILMS NOW 
RELEASING NEW 
LABOR FILMS 


The stirring story of the recent 
General Motors auto strike is told 
in the new action-crowded film 
“United Action” now being re- 
leased by Garrison Films, Ine., 
1600 Broadway, New York City. 
Produced on the actual locale 
“United Action” portrays the 
background, event-by-event de- 
velopment, and final settlement of 
last summer’s strike, which 


‘Saturday, August 31, 1946 wi 


Dies Debates wrk’: on Embassy News Reel Screens 


brought significant gains for the 
Auto Union. 

The movie is being widely dis- 
tributed to other unions, clubs, 
churches and to labor-relations 
study classes. As a complete rec- 
ord of an historically important 
American indystrial dispute, the 
picture is a valuable “case his- 
tory” for educational use by 
trade unions in all fields. 

The remarkable sound-track, 
produced by Frontier Films, Inc., 
makes use of labor songs and 
other music, 








DOES YOUR 
FUNNY BONE 
NEED TICKLING 


od Week / 


WILLIAM 


POWELL 


MYRNA LOY 


in the M-G-M comedy that’s got 
the town in stitches! 


with FRANK } 
Screen Play by Cl 


and Harry Kurnit 


perigtpirt - EDMUND LOWE 
1arles Lederer, George Oppenheimer 


Disecwed by W.S. Van Dyke i 


CLARK GABLE | 
SPENCER,TRACY ~~“ 
CLAUDETTE, COLBERT 


HEDY LAMARR.; n 


"M-G-M’s: 


“BOOM! TOWN” 


CAPITOL 


Air-Cooled « B'WAY & 5ist STREET. 


Major Edward Bowes, Mng. 









































serve as a_ voluntee? iad. of Made into a play by 
speakers HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE 
i 7 ss «e i ; : EMPIRE THEA., Bway & 40th. PE 6 9540. Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:40. 
i> Cal ! 4 nevative ee 
form, cont ied t ea ILpyT » 
the enemy recognized the real BER I LAHR 8. G. DeSYLVA PRESENTS 
a. 4 = a nego YP * esa IN A NEW MUSICAL COMEDY WILLIAM VERA VICTOR 
dae yatticular law shall be re- satay" ZORINA> MOORE 
tained ethe the whole a 
progral ( ped 
til ne ! 1 i L A 
higher rity and & B.G. DeSYLVA M with 
prosperity. Benny we nae, COMED IRENE BORDONI 
TI . BAKER ; J) AND A STELLAR CAST OF 100 
ee ’ nm me ( “ Music and Lyrics by J 
Tuesday ev th | COLE PORTER ‘Sens IRVING BERLIN 
oer : ’ ina Book by MORRIE RYSKIND 
Lee = ST. THEATRE }.°! 
“ sk Bway W. 45 St. Evs. 8:30 
on Dem ac} \V ‘ Life. ngs 8:30 AIR-CONDITIONED IMPERIAL (Air Sendiienmaeds 
Subp yu ‘ b Matinees Wednesday Saturday at 2:20 Matinees Wednesday & Saturday 2:30 
he A.L.P G | 1 a 
ee : D “1 Pp ; SAM H 7 by MOSS HART & 
anc oro y be presents iid) CAME | GEO. S. KAUFMAN 
Amalgamated ( 
of Amé@rica. Diy 
The fee on with 
entire course, and ; MONTY WOOLLEY 
of the A.L.P. and the “THIS COMEDY ISA ae / 
invited to enroll. If MUSIC BOX, 45th St. W. of B’way. Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 
grows too large. ney Pisicacses =n AIR - CONDITIONED 
THE NEW LEADER is published 









every Saturday by The New Leader 


Publishing Association, 7 E. 15th St., 
New York, N.Y.; Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. 
Vol. XXIII Sat., Aug. 31, 1940 No 


Entered as Second Class Matter, Jan- 
uary 19, 1924, at the Post Office at New 








York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 

, Ps are RIPTION er $1.00 “Another riotous evening. The folks were Solstarousty happy.” 

New York City ‘Renewals. eeeccee 2.00 W I es . intie, News 

1 Year to Foreign Countrl’s..... 3.00 y \ a / AT W'way & 50th St. — Evenings &:26 

1 Year to Canada.........+-.+0+: 2.50 NTER GARDEN ,, , Laber Day, S nd Wed., $1.10-$2.20 
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A Poramevnt Picture with 


OSCAR LEVANT 
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BING CROSBY 
cusn\ MARY MARTIN 
Sones BASIL RATHBONE 
® RHYTHM « m RIVER’ 


Midnite Serobic Shows Nitely 


00 Pas RAMOUNT 38 


- a 


HOME 
a WINNER: ; 


NOW! 


Doors Ope” 8.30 aM. 










sy N . 
~ P 
) son, 
KEN WILL 


MURRAY - BRADLEY 


Milton Charleston AND HIS BAND 


Dinah Shore « Ray McKinley 


Park and Clifford 







Betty Atkinson - 


Extra! 


TITO GUIZAR 








at 


TIMES 





MOVIES FOR (ABOR 


Ready for showing now right in your own meetings 


— SOUND 


\N 


D SILENT — 


We Supply Complete Projection Service 


Use movies to build your organization 


GARRISON FILMS 


1600 Broadway 
New York City 











Dir ® 














‘Ninotchka 





LORETTA 


= YOUNG-DOUGLASg 







GAE FOSTER GIRLS - 


and 


ASH 





: 


ere’s the Comedy Hit 


You’re Hearing About! 


PRAISE from the PREVIEWERS: 


WALTER WINCHELEs ays 
“Orchids! Laughs tne 
Communists right off their 
soap-boxes!” 

GEORGE ROSS says: 
“Hats off to ‘He Stayed 


for Breakfast’ 
’ 
aye 


" We Slay 


IN PERSON ON STAGE 


in Joyous Holiday Variety Presentation 


\ LARRY ADLER 


> The Sensational Harmonica Star 


CALGARY BROTHERS 
CARLTON EMMY & MAD WAGS 
3 BYRNE SISTERS - MELBA OS- 
BORNE - GEORGE BELL - BEN «& 
YOST’S NEW YORKERS - THE ) 
PAUL 
ROXY ORCHESTRA 


DAMON RUNYON says: * 
“If there's a laugh in you, 

‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ 

will bring it out!” 

JOHN CHAPMAN says: 
“Previewers dub ‘He 

Stayed for Breakfast’ a 

wow !‘" 


another 







+ Alan Marshal « Eugene 
Pallette « Una O’Connor 
A Columbia Picture 


NOW i 
PLAYING 


AT THE COOL 


ROXY, 


SHOW VALUE OF THE NATION 
Tth Ave. & Soth St 

















CHARLES 


BOYER 


oo 


—— 


{ 
( 


“ALL THIS, and 
HEAVEN T00” 


- and 2nd Fe 


{ 
if 


ature 


‘POP ALWAYS PA Ys’ | 


| 








THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympé- 
thetic organizations are reé- 
quested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THE 
NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 
quin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
nard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrical Department, 
7 Mast 15th Street, New York. 
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Saturday, August 31, 1940 


SDF News 





NATIONAL 
News of the calling of conferences in Chicago and Boston 
for the organization of the campaign: will be followed right 
after Labor Day by news of similar activities in other cities. 
Labor and fraternal organizations, S.D.F. and Jewish So- 


cialist Verband, Finnish and Czecho-Slovak Socialist 


So- 


cieties as well as other groups and individuals wiil- work to- 


gether for the election of Roose- 

velt and Wallace. The campaign 

committees organized will be inde- 

pendent of the Democratic Party. 
* * 2 


NEW YORK CITY 

City Central Committee meets 
Wednesday, Sept. 4th, at 7 E. 15th 
St. Important business necessi- 
tates the attendance of all dele- 
gates. 

August Claessens speaks 
“The S.D.F. Campaign for Roose- 
velt and Wallace” over WEVD on 
Sunday, Sept. 1, at 10:15 p.m. 

The Upper West Side Branch 
meets at Hotel Riverside Plaza, 
253 W. 73rd St., on Tuesday, Sept. 
10th. Elias Tartak will speak on 
“Current Events.” 


on 


Street Meetings 

Friday, August 30th, 8:30 p.m., 
Corner Burnside and Walton Ave., 
Bronx. Speakers: Gertrude Gell- 
man and Eli Rosenblatt. 

Friday, August 30th, 8:30 p.m., 
Corner Coney Island and Brighton 
Beach Aves., Brooklyn. Speakers: 
August ‘Claessens and Louis 
Epstein. 

Thursday, Sept. 5th, 8:30 p.m., 





. 
Corner 68th St. and Bay Park- 
way, Brooklyn. Speakers: Julia 


Primoff and August Claessens. 

Friday, Sept. 6th, 8:30 p.m., 
Corner 181ist St. and Wadsworth 
Ave., Manhattan. Speaker: Alex 
Schwartz. 

Friday, Sept. 6th, 8:30 p.m., 
Corner Burnside and WaltomAve., 
Bronx. Speakers: Matthew 
Metzler and Eli Rosenblatt. 

Friday, Sept. 6th, 8:30 p.m., 
Corner 208th St. and Jerome Ave., 
Bronx. Speaker: A. Claessens. 








Attention, SDF Youth! 

The first social activity of 
the fall season will be an en- 
tertainment and dance given 
by the Rand School on Satur- 
day, September 7th, 8:30 p.m., 
at 7 East 15th St. The dance 
will be an opportunity to in- 
vite interested young people, 
and to secure students for the 
Rand School Socialism classes. 
Please send names and ad- 
dresses of people you wish in- 
vited to the City Office, 7 East 
15th St., Room 505. Admission 
by invitation is free, 
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Chicago SDF to 
Organize Labor 
Group for FDR 


Local ( 
Fed 
‘a conference to organize 
Committtee to work 


election of Roosevelt and 


igo, Social Demo- 


ration, has issued the 





a Pe pies 
for the 
Wallace. The meeting will be in 
the Hotel Morrison, Tuesday, 
September 10. 


Representatives of trade unions’ 
fraternal, progressive and liberal 
groups will gather to organize an 
independent campaign committee. 
The S.D.F. Executive Committee 
elected F. Passavoy, Ni 
Pesch, Spencer Binyon, Jacob 
Siegel, Morris Polin, David Gert- 
ler, N. Wagman and S. 
burg as the committee to promote 
the 
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September conference. 


Under the Illiois election laws, 
Roosevelt and Wa can only 
appear on the Democratic ballot. 
Nevertheless, the conference will 
organize support for the ticket by 
rallying all progressive elements 
outside of the Democratic Party, 
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1.L.G.W.U. Cultural Groups 
To Appear at World's Fair 
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NOTICE 
Because of the many 
advertisements for our La- 
| bor Day issue, and because 
of the length of some of 
the articles, announced 
features by Stefan Zweig, 
Stephen Natt, David Bern- 
stein, Boris Shub and Elias 
Tartak were forced out. 
They will appear in subse- 
quent issues of the New 
Leader 
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An Editerial 


The ALP and the Elections 
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By EUGENE LYONS 
Editor of The American Mercury 
[’ our America, nothing succeeds like success. 

Moral censure is heaped oh petty thieves, 
punks, pickpockets and streetwalkers. But a 
species of heroism and social glamor attaches to 
big-shot racketeers within and without the law 
as long as they remain at the top. Getting away 
with it is its own justification in the American 
tradition, as attested by the lush legendry around 
Jesse James, the Dalton boys, even unto Dillinger 
and Capone. The only serious sin really counted 
against the Teapot Dome gang or the Insull crowd 
or Whitney is that they were caught, outsmarted, 
and even then the blame is tinctured with ad- 
miration. 

This American success complex %s carried over 
into the sphere of international relations. At the 
time when Soviet Russia was believed to have 
achieved industrial miracles, a good many of our 
countrymen without the faintest sympathy for 
Bolshevism became, almost despite themselves, 
Soviet enthusiasts. There was no use telling them 
about catastrophic famines and teeming prison 
camps and general oppression — the Kremlin 
crowd, in Duranty’s much reiterated phrase, was 
“getting away with it,” and that made every- 
thing right. Only when the miracles turned out 
to be phony did that unnatural admiration col- 
lapse. 
~ And today there is no doubt that our tradi- 
tional ‘worship of success, without sensible refer- 
ence to the means employed or the consequences 
involved, is beginning to color national opinion on 
Hitler and his Nazi hordes. The American mind 
is the arena of a tug-of-war between fear of what 
they may do to us and admiration for what they 
have done to others. Logically the demoniac 
cleverness and machine-like efficiency of the Nazi 
regime ought to deepen our abhorrence and 
heighten our alarm. But logic has small enough 
role in the process. The amazing sharpness of 
the claws of the Nazi beast, the agility of its 
spring and the ferocity of its appetite are stirring 
that deep-rooted American success-fetishism. Hit- 
ler is getting away with it. “Say what you will 
—and mind you, I hold no brief for his methods 
or his ideas—that boy’s putting it over.” That’s 
the formula. Variations on the theme are inescap- 
able, and unless the Nazi machine is halted dem- 
onstratively by the British, they are sure to be- 
come more incisive and more audible. 


* 


UCCESS-worship is implicit in all of our na- 
tive appeasement sentinient. One of the chap- 
ters in Lawrence Dennis’s new book, The Dy- 
namics of War and Revolution, is entitled “The 
Bloody Futility of Frusttating the Strong.” (As 
though there is any need to frustrate the weak!) 
The title has, at any rate, the virtue of candor. 
Less frank or self-deceived appeasers of Germany 
think along the same lines without admitting it. 
They argue that Nazi Germany cannot hurt us, 
that it needs our, help to consolidate her con- 
quests, that Hit!lerite ideology concedes to Amer- 
ica a sphere of influence, and so on. Under it all, 
however, is the very American 
approbation of success. This 
psychological supra-rational fac- 
tor plays into the hands of the 
professional Nazi propagandists 
and of the enthusiastic ama- 
teurs of the Lindbergh brand. 
Not even an appeal to American 
self-interest can cancel out the 
impulse to glorify and propiti- 
ate and alibi the lusty aggressor who gets away 
with it. 

Appeasement sentiment, I am convinced, will 
spread and, flourish in our midst. Positive meas- 
ures are needed to stem it. 

* * 





Lyons 


HAT sentiment, moreover, will be inflamed by 

greed for profit. Already, as the press has 
revealed in connection with the Dr. Westrick 
story, American business men are edging in care- 
fully for that groundfloor inside-track on eco- 
nomic relations with a Nazified Europe. 

True, American business on the whole no longer 
looks upon the Nazi and Fascist systems as last- 
ditch defenses of capitalism against socialism. 
It has realized, with justice, that the “prole- 
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NaziCommercial Invaders Buy U.S. 
Appeasers With Export Contracts 


tarian” anti-plutocracy slogans of the totalitari- 
ans are not all fake; that the state feudalism of 
Hitler and Mussolini is no more capitalistic than 
the state feudalism of Stalin. Thyssen has 
become a kind of symbol of disillusionment on 
that score. 

But while business in the aggregate will prob- 
ably not play with the Fascists of Europe, indi- 
viduals and individual firms will have no more 
scruples about dealing with Hitler than they had 
about dealing with Stalin, when trade in that 
quarter seemed good. Business is business and 
not all the current oratory about national duty 
will curb the competitive urges. Unless the Amer- 
ican people take steps to prevent it, that clandes- 
tine maneuvering for the inside track on German 
trade must turn into an open stampede. 

Foreign trade is as much a state monopoly in 
totalitarian countries as their armies or their 
secret services and diplomatic corps. What is 
more, it is one of the principal and most effective 
of their political weapons. It is no accident that 
the German, Italian and Russian trade missions 
abroad have always been hotbeds of political in- 
trigue directed against the nations in which they 
are stationed. Political advantage is not merely 
a by-product of their foreign trade but often the 
main purpose. 

Even our great corporations are small against 
the economic totality of Nazi Germany. The no- 
tion that a private American firm, large or small, 
can deal with a foreign trade monopoly on equal 
terrhs is an absurd piece of make-believe. A Hit- 
lerized Europe, possibly with mgch of Asia and 
Africa thrown in, will represent the world’s larg- 
est business organization—a buyer and seller of 
goods able to tempt, to reward and to punish pri- 
vate businesses in America or elsewhere. 

Having outlawed competitive economy in its 
own domain, Germany will utilize that very com- 
petitive element in other countries, and in the 
United States in paticular, to build up an array 
of profit-partners. It will be able to subsidize 
treason, as it did among its pre-war European 
neighbors, by the perfectly legal method of throw- 
ing lucrative business or threatening to withdraw 
it. No amount of exhortation, though it come 
from the inner sanctum of the Manufacturers 
Association or U.S. Chamber of Commerce, can 
prevent American business from making a wild 
scramble for Nazi orders—or from promoting the 
“stabilization” that holds promise of such orders. 

* se ok 


N the current issue of The American Mercury, 

I have proposed that this country “act now to 
make it impossible, illegal and traitorous for in- 
dividual firms to transact business with any to- 
talitarian nation.” I have argued that “we must 
confront foreign trade monopolies with the full 
force of a unified American economy if we are 
to survive as a free nation in an enslaved world.” 
Already letters have reached me from the most 
diverse quarters, including business men, approv- 
ing this principle. It seems to me worth earnest 
consideration. Of what value is our government 
control of foreign relations when the most power- 
ful instrument for shaping those relations—the 
totalitarian trade monopolies—is given free play 
in our own country? The Nazi business represen- 
tative is as definitely an invader as the Gestapo 
agent or the emissary of Dr. Goebbels, and a lot 
more insidious. By the mere refusal to trade 
with them he can set one racial group in our 
midst or one section of the country against an- 
other. 

From intimate personal knowledge I am aware 
that the Kremlin, at one period, was using Amer- 
ican capitalist groups to do jobs of propaganda 
and to exert direct political pressure in the 
United States. Hitler’s Germany will swing this 
economic weight more profitably for itself, more 
disastrously for America, than Stalin’s Russia 
was abie to do. In this, as in most other things, 
the Nazis will apply Stalinist techniques more 
effectively. 

If Hitler’s winning streak continues without 
break, the appeasemertt mood is certain to pros- 
per here. 
a real or imaginary profit-stake in the consolida- 
tion of the Nazi conquest. This is the reality 
largely ignored in the present excited drive for 
rearmament and national security. 
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Editorials 


Queer things happen in this world. 





One of the queerest is the presence of 
Mr. Thurman Arnold in the Department 
of Justice under an administration 
which certainly does not intend to be 
hostile to the movement of organized 
labor. How it can be reconciled with the 
attitude which has given us the Labor 
Relations Act and the Wages and Hours 
Act is a puzzle. 

It is an unquestionable fact that 
neither Senator Sherman, the author of 
the Anti-Trust Law, nor the senators 
and representatives who voted for it nor 
the president who signed it nor the 
people who rejoiced in its enactment 
meant it to be used against the trade 
unions. It took the pernicious cleverness 
of the judiciary of thé late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century so to per- 
vert it. In response to growing public 
protest we got the Clayton Act, which 
was intended to stop this abuse. There 
still were difficulties, but for years it 
looked as if common sense and good 
faith would prevail. But now, in the 
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A Blot on the Scutcheon 


tention of Attorney-General Jackson, of 
President Roosevelt, and of the mem- 
bers of both houses of Congress, yet 
more forcibly and persistently than has 
yet been done. The President has au- 
thority to stop the abuse, for the head 
of the Department of Justice is his ap- 
pointee and is Thurman Arnold’s chief. 
If, for any unknown reason, the chief 
executive cannot stop it, he can recom- 
mend to Congress the passage of a law 
so clearly worded that no officer of 
justice would again dare to base a 
prosecution of trade unions and their 
officials on a false interpretation of the 
Sherman Act and no judge would dare 
to uphold him if he did. 

Certainly the working people cannot 
afford to defeat the Roosevelt-Wallace 
ticket on this issue. If they did, they 
would soon find that instead of getting 
rid of one evil they had added others 
to it. But on the other hand, support of 
the present administration for the good 
it has done should not silence criticism 
of its greatest misdeed. It is a blot on 
the New Deal scutcheon and it ought to 
be wiped out. 


have a return to the old perversion of a 
good law to bad ends. 

Of course there are crooks and crim- 
inals among our six or seven millions 
of union members and among the tens 
of thousands of union officials—just. as 
there are crooks and criminals among 
the members of any church, any frater- 
nal, any business men’s association. But 
trade unionism is an honest movement, 
a progressive movement, and by the in- 
tent of modern legislation a legally 
recognized and even approved move- 
ment, necessary to the welfare of the 
wage-working class and conducive to 
true liberty, justice and social concord. 

The criminal code provides ample 
means for dealing with crooks and crim- 
inals within~—the labor organizations 
as well as anywhere else. For the 
prosecuting authorities to have recourse 
to the Anti-Trust Law, against its ob- 
vious and avowed intent, is to admit 
that they have no good case or that 
they are really aiming, not at the 
punishment of such offenders, but at 
curbing the unions themselves. 

This ought to be pressed upon the at- 


More and more Americans will acquire - 








Criticizes Trotsky Editorial 
Likens Him to Robespierre 


From LEON DENNEN 
To the Editor: 


It was with dismay that I read your cold-blooded editor- 
ial on the death of Leon Trotsky in last week’s New Leader. 
Please understand: like you I am utterly opposed to all 


As Columnist 


For New Leader 


From 


To the Editor 


Harrison Retires 


CHARLES YALE HARRISON 


that Trotsky stood for. I have long since convinced myself 
that all dictatorship including the fiction of the dictatorship 


of the proletariat spells the death of all liberty, and democ- 
racy—things that civilized humanity cherishes most. 

To say, however, as you do in your editorial, that “‘we 
cannot pretend to weep any b 


Leon Trotsky” because “the 
shades of Russian workingmen 
peasants whom in his days of 


glory he caused to be shot down 
rises between us and his bier” is 
to simplify a great and profound 
event in modern history that 
stirred the imagination of untold 


millions of workers, liberals, ar- 
tists, educators and humanita- 
rians of all shades and descrip- 
tion—an event whose birth and 


death only future historians will 
be able té judge objectively. 
Leon Trotsky, one of the great- 
est geniuses of our era (this, in- 
cidentally, is also the verdict of 


a conservative newspaper like the 
New York Times and of men like 
Winston Churchil! who hated 


Trotsky and all that he believed 
in), in whom there burned the sa- 
cred flame kindled by the French 
Revolution, was not guilty of 
shooting down Russian workers. 


Not even in “his days of glory” 
did he “cause” workers to be shot 
down, What he was guilty of was 





itter tears over the death of 





of valuing the individual “human 
being” only as part of the con- 
cept of “mankind” and that this 
concept, like a Moloch, demanded 
that the individual shall be of- 
fered up upon the altar of “pro- 
letarian” abstraction. 


It is unfortunate that he re- 
fused to admit his error; that 
even after he convinced himself 


that he had created a Franken- 
stein, that the October Revolution 
had crumbled to dust he refused 


to listen to the voice of reason. 

But to confuse the revolution- 
ary genius Trotsky, Trotsky- 
Robespierre with Stalin-Capone 
whose bloody, cowardly hand di- 
rected the pickaxe murder from 
the Kremlin is to commit a grave 
moral and historical error. 

No: The killing at Coyoacan 
was not “spectacular.” It was 
brutal, beastly, cowardly and Sta- 


lin who was the perpetrator of it 


will be branded with the mark of 


Cain for generations to come. 


To the Editor: 


For the past year and a half 
writing Where the News Ends 
has been one of my keenest pleas- 
ures. It was a task that never 
became a chore, a responsibility 
that was frequently exciting— 
always it was lots of fun. 
Among its several rewards I 
number a host of friends and an 
assortment of enemies that any 
writer might well envy. 

. 

The writing of a weekly col- 
umn involves far more labor than 
I can afford on a task that is 
largely a labor of love. And much 
as I should like to continue with 
it, press of other duties, among 
them a novel in progress, makes 
the column a luxury which I can 
ill afford at the moment. 

However, I suffer no misgiv- 
ings in taking leave of my edi- 
torial colleagues. THE NEW 
LEADER is no fledgling. Today, 
more than ever before, because of 


the talented writers it has at- 
tracted in recent years, it is the 
authoritative spokesman of the 
honest, democratic left. I am 
proud of having added my small 
contribution to its growing 
strength, 


era of the New Deal, of all times, we 


APPEASERS AND SABOTEURS 


HERE are normal causes for America’s slowness in get- 

ting ready to resist the German-Italian-Russian- Japanese 
menace. A democracy does not like to make grave decisions 
without long deliberation. It is especially hard for a humane 
people to resolve on killing or being killed. Most Ameri- 
cans, however, are neither sluggish nor cowardly. The deci- 
sion will be made. 

But back of these natural causes for delay loom sinister 
forces, using them as shield and spearhead. 

It is a mistake to suppose that Big Business always wants 
war. What Big Business wants is profit. For the sake of 
profit it will cry peace when there is no peace just as 
willingly as it will foment war when there is no need for war. 

The capitalist opposition is today following two lines, 
which run parallel for the present, but will in time converge. 

There are the elements for which Ford, Hoover, and 
Lindbergh are outstanding spokesmen. These stand for 
ditching Great Britain and appeasing Hitler, not because 
they deprecate the horrors of war, but because they think 
an understanding with the dictatorships, together with the 
curbing of democratic and labor forces at home which that 
would imply, would give Very Big Business in this country 
such opportunities for profits and for lasting domination as 
it could never win in a democratic world. 

These are the far-sighted super-capitalists, who know that 
peace hath her victories, cheaper and no less lucrative than 
those of war. 

There are others who do not look so far ahead. They 
expect war. They favor armament on the grandest scale. 
But they are intent on the profits which either war or arma- 
ment without war can bring them. They are not opposing 
the administration's preparedness policy. They are not really 
opposing those parts of the administration's foreign policy 
which they mistakenly think increase the likelihood of our 
becoming involved in war. They are just obstructing, sabo- 
taging, playing for time in which to bargain for their cut 
on the billions to be spent. 

The appeasers talk on the air and in the press. They 
have to convince the public on a question of long-range 
politics. The saboteurs saw wood and say little. They just 
haggle and slow production and hold back on investment, 
counting that sooner or later the government's needs will 
force surrender. 

The appeasers will be beaten in the long run, because 
the people are waking up. The saboteurs must be beaten in 
a shorter way. Public opinion is about ready to support the 
government in dealing with them as they should be dealt with. 

The United States Senate made a good start on Wednes- 
day when, by a 69 to 16 vote, it adopted the amendment 
to the Selective Service bill, authorizing the government to 
take over, by condemnation proceedings, any plant deemed 
necessary for national defense whose owners show them- 
selves unwilling to cooperate. 

There will of course be a great outcry about “‘arbitrary 
violation of the sacred rights of property.'’ We have faith, 
however, that the principle of the Overton-Russell amend- 
ment will become law; and if, as we fully expect, the people 
return Mr. Roosevelt to the presidency the power so granted 
will no doubt be used to put an end to capitalistic sabotage. 





ANOTHER STEP TO LABOR PEACE 


S we go to press we learn that negotiations are to be 

resumed between the executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor and the officers of the International 
Typographical Union for adjustment of the conflict which 
led to the suspension of the I.T.U. from the federation. 

As a result of the appearance a few days ago of Vice- 
President Matthew Woll before the I1.T.U. convention at 
New Orleans, the conflict involving the I.T.U. over the 
payment of the assessment levied by the A.F.L. on affiliated 
unions in connection with activities of the C.LO. is to be 
adjusted. This will clear the road to lifting of the suspen- 
sion of the I.T.U. and its restoration to full membership 
in the A.F. of L. 

All friends of labor peace will hail the result as another 
step toward termination of the internecine strife in the ranks 
of organized labor. 

Peace in the House of Labor! War against its enemies! 





TEACHERS’ CONVENTION 


HE election of Professor George S. Counts as president 

of the American Federation of Teachers at its convention 
in Buffalo, together with the entire anti-Communist slate of 
officers, is an event gratifying to all who have the interests 
of democracy and education at heart. 

We hope it presages the beginning of a new era in the 
A. F. of T.,—the mass organization of American teachers. 
This task has been tragically obstructed by the Communists 
and fellow-travelers who have bedevilled the life of the 
teachers’ organization for many years. The number of teach- 
ers in the A. F. of T. is infinitesimal compared with the hun- 
dreds of thousands to be organized. American teachers have 
properly refused to become associated with a Communist 
transmission belt. 

Professor Counts and his colleagues are now in a position 
to appeal to teachers to join their organization on its excel- 
lent platform of promoting the economic and social interests 
of teachers, maintaining academic freedom and high edu- 
cational standards, and defending civil liberties. We wish 
them success. In their task they will now have the coopera- 
tion of 1,000 central labor bodies throughout the country, 
as promised by President Green. 

We cannot refrain, however, from expressing condemna- 
tion of the 250 delegates at Buffalo who voted against ihe 
resolution, supported by the majority, denouncing “all dic- 
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tatorships, whether of Nazi, Fascist or Communist origin, 
whether in Germany, Italy or Russia.”’ 

This resolution was adopted by the votes of 358 dele- 
gates. But what about the 250 teachers, sworn to defend 
American institutions and to mold the minds of pupils and 
studénts in harmony with democratic ideas? We do not 
see how the A. F. of T., representing teachers supported 
by the money of American taxpayers, can continue to 
tolerate supporters of totalitarianism in its ranks. Nor do 
we see why the taxpayers of a democratic nation should 
continue to feed enemies who would impose a totalitarian 
despotism upon them. 

In the battle for the preservation of democracy, teachers 
must occupy the front trenches. In France, the Nationai 
Teachers Union, powerful and well organized, contributed 
materially ‘to the nation’s debacle because it was riddled 
with Communists, fellow-travelers and Fifth Columnists of 
various hues. 

We suggest the A. F. of T. make a clean job of it by driv- 
ing the traitors from its midst. Make the housecleaning 
complete. 





WILLKIE SEES THE BISHOP 
ERHAPS Mr. Willkie, Commonwealth and Southern’s 


candidate for the presidency, fails to see the relation 
between Archbishop Francis J. Spellman and the German 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference at Fulda in the Reich. The 
conference has just issued a solemn pledge of loyalty to 
Chancellor Hitler. It will be read from Catholic pulpits 
throughout Germany. 

There are among the 20,000,000 United States Catha- 
lics, several million who follow every whim, every sugges- 
tion of Father Coughlin. These are concentrated in Boston, 
Detroit, Chicago, some of New England's minor cities, and 
in New York. Among these are the hoodlums who have 
stirred race riots in the densely populated Bronx and Brook- 
lyn sections. Many of them openly espouse Coughlin’s 
oft-repeated fascist principles; many of them officially par- 
ticipate in pro-Nazi Christian Mobilizers, Christian Front, 
American Destiny party, Bund, and even Ku-Klux Klan 
demonstrations and campaigns. Their least common denom- 
inator is always anti-Semitism. No doubt the pro-Nazist 
pastoral letter of the German Bishops will increase the man- 
power of these marauding gangs. 

But the anti-Semitism, the anti-democratic, pro-Nazi 
agitation of these groups is not limited to crackpot rank and 
file. These alien philosophies have become the official dogma 
of the Catholic hierarchy in Brooklyn and Queens, where 
reside some 1,500,000 Catholics. Father Curran, leader 
of the International Catholic Truth Society, is on record 
as an avowed anti-Semite. He has also declared against 
our democratic form of government. His colleague, Rev- 
erend E. F. Brophy, has appeared in courts as a character 
witness for Yorkville’s fascist leader, Joe McWilliams. 
Brophy has also spoken at demonstrations advertised as 
“great Christian rallies to send Joseph McWilliams and 
James Stewart to Congress as the representatives of the 
American Destiny Party.” Patrick Scanlan, editor of the 
official diocese newspaper, The Tablet, has officially par- 
ticipated in anti-Semitic propaganda. 

All these men are under the jurisdiction of Archbishop 
Spellman. Under the strict authority which governs the 
church he could quiet the anti-democratic rabble-rousing 
of his important lieutenants. But he hasn't said a word. 

Now Mr. Willkie, in search of the Catholic vote, so 
important in New York State, stages an exploitation stunt 
by visiting the Archbishop. A few days later he renounced 
Father Coughlin’s support—how earnestly remains to be 
seen. He could really put himself on record as an active 
crusader against intolerance by publicly addressing to Spell- 
man an appeal for the curbing of a dangerous, pro-fascist 
force. 





BUY UNION GOODS 


ON this Labor Day we remind every reader of what ought 

to be kept in-mind every day of the year—that is, Buy 
Union Made Goods. Look for the union label. If certain 
kinds of goods do not carry labels, try to find out whether 
those you buy are union-made. The New Leader will be 
glad to help you. Also, look for the union sign in the 
window of the retail store, barber shop, bar room, which 
shows that the sales people are unionized. This will cost 
you nothing and it will help Organized Labor. 
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‘Leftist’ War Stand Ignores Consequences 
To Socialists’ Struggles If Hitler Wins 





Jap Unions Fight 
Nazi Labor Set-Up 
Ordered by Konoye 


Although little known to the 
western world Japan until re- 
cently had the Orient’s largest 
and strongest unions. These 
covered the seamen and the agri- 
cultural workers while the All- 
Japan Trade Union Federation 
bargained for industrial and 
commercial employees. 

An imperial order—inspired by 
German agents operating in 
Tokyo—commanded the Federa- 
tion, the Seamen’s’ League, 
largest Jap labor organization, 
the Harbor Workers Union, and 
the Agricultural Workers to dis- 
band the beginning of August. 
Despite rigid government control 
Tokyo union leaders refused. 

At the insistence of German 
representatives, who revealed 
that the Seamen, and other trade 
unionists in a position to do so, 
were cooperating with the democ- 
racies, the Imperial Government 
has put additional pressure on 
the labor outfits. A state trade 
union, Service Through Diligence, 
has been launched by the Konoye 
government. It is modeled after 
the Strength Through Joy state 





Prince Konoye who this week 

annouced a new order for 

Japan but was vague 

whether it would follow Nazi 
pattern. 


labor organizations headed by 
Dr. Ley in Germany. All work- 
ers are eligible for membership. 

If the old trade unions con- 
tinue to resist, the Government, 
however, will not take the 
physical means of extermination 
practiced by the Nazis. The Jap 
government will plan to starve 
out its real unions by legislating 
out of existence their right to 
collect dues. Then membership 
in the “Service Through Dili- 
gence” will be made compulsory 
for all workers, as will be the 
payment of a regular contribu- 
tion out of each salary. This will 
bolster a war-weakened treasury. 

Germans in Tokyo are boast- 
ing that the Service Through 
Diligence is patterned after Ger- 
man examples, “such as the 
Strength Through Joy, which 
has stood as godfather.” 


By SIDNEY HOOK 

HAT attitude dual tad take towards the present war? 

This question, so momentous for the future of the socialist 

movement, cannot be decided by sacred texts or slogans. Nor can 
it be answered by any or all of the following three fallacious pro- 
cedures, adopted by many writers in the labor and socialist press 
who insist that this is not our war even as the consequences of war 
break over their heads. The first procedure is to assume that what 
was a valid position in respect to the first world war must still be 
valid in respect to this one. The second is to substitute the question: 
“Who is responsible for the present war?” for the question: “What 
are the consequences to democracy and socialism of victory by one 
side or the other ?”, and to conclude from the fact of equal responsi- 
bility that the consequences of the victory of either side will be the 
same. The third is to wax eloquent about the dangers of one 
course of action and to ignore the greater dangers of any prac- 
tical alternative. A discussion which pursues any one of these or 
similar tacks is worthless. 

Those who maintain that this is merely another imperialist 
war and that socialists must oppose both sides equally, fall into 
two groups. The first is opposed to support of any democratic 
capitalist state at any time (except in a colonial war); the second 
would support a democratic capitalist state only in time of invasion 
by a totalitarian power. This difference is illustrated in the re- 
spective positions, at least on paper, of the Stalinists and Trotsky- 
ists on the one hand, and of the Socialist Party and many in- 
dependent socialists on the other, to the principled question, 
“Under what circumstances, if any, would socialist support of the 
U.S. government in a war be justified?” The first group answers 
none, the second, only in case of actual invasion. 

* % a 

EFORE beginning the discussion, I want to make clear that I 

am under no illusions that the official Stalinist or Trotskyist 

parties sincerely hold the first position. The Stalinists are crea- 
tures of the Kremlin’s foreign office and, depending upon their 
orders, will over night swing from an insurrectionary position to 
the maddest chauvinism, particularly if Hitler marches against 
Stalin. Trotskyists are Stalinists manqués. So long as they hold 
the fantastic view that Russia is a workers’ state—which makes 
them allies of the Stalinists—they will not raise the Leninist slo- 
gan, “Turn the imperialist war into a civil war” in any country 
which happens to be ranged on the same side as Russia in any war. 
Why discuss this position, then? First, because it is a possible 
position. And, second, because it does have sincere supporters, 
Leninists who are neither followers of Stalin nor of Trotsky, as 
well as the valiant group of former Trotskyists, organized in the 
Workers Party. 

To maintain that if democratic capitalist America is attacked 
or invaded by Fascist Germany, socialists should declare that their 
chief enemy lies within their own country, is in effect to help Fas- 
cist Germany to victory. This is true even if those who hold this 
view cautiously forbear from drawing its logical conclusion viz., 
civil war against the democratic capitalist government while it is 
at war with a Fascist power. For defeatism and sabotage can 
have the same effects. The political irresponsibility of such a posi- 
tion strikes one in the eyes when it is combined with the admission 
that there is a considerable political and cultural difference between 
democratic capitalist America and Fascism. For it means that 
insofar as the efforts of socialists could have any effect on the war, 
they would contribute to producing a condition in which the very 
activity for socialism would be a capital: offence. This position 
could only be consistently held if it were believed that there = no 
appreciable difference between Hitler and Roosevelt—the modern 
version of the theory of social-fascism. But sucha belief. is 
demonstrably false—so much so that none but the Stalinists have 
ever advanced it, and these only at the command of their master. 

mi * * 

INCERE exponents of the policy of no support to capitalist 

democracies in any struggle against Fascist aggression are 
well aware of what the victory of Hitler means. Here is a char- 
acteristic passage from a declaration by the Workers Party, “This 
Is Not Our War.” “‘Stop Hitler’ is the cry. For if he is not 
stopped, trade-unions and workers’ organizations everywhere will 
be destroyed. ..The workers will be reduced to starvation wages 
and slave conditions of labor. Jews will be driven once more into 
the ghettos and will have to scrub streets under the whips of 
stormtroopers. Negroes will be pushed still further into the slums 
and swamps of oppression and misery where they have lived so 
long. Hitler must be stopped, for Fascism spares none” (my 
italics). 

This is what Hitler’s victory means. No one in his senses 
can argue that Hitler’s defeat will mean the same. But to 
carry on a civil war against the government trying to stop 
Hitler is to insure Hitler’s victory. To hope to destroy 
Fascism after helping it to overcome democratic governments 
is the same kind of criminal absurdity of which the Stalinists 
were guilty when they argued: “Nach Hitler kommen wir.” 
For as the quotation truly says, Fascism spares none; its ter- 
ror is absolute. 

The case of France is highly instructive here. Although the 
exact nature of the French state at present is hard to determine, 
its Fascist orientation is obvious. Just as obvious is it that this 
is a direct result of defeat at the hands of Hitler. Many months 
ago, Professor Oscar Lange, brilliant socialist economist and po- 
litical analyst, predicted what the outcome of Hitler’s victory would 
be upon the domeSNic regimes of the defeated democracies. What 
he said then, is just as true today. A defeat of Hitler in all likeli- 
hood will lead to a socialist revolution in the Fascist countries; 
but a defeat of the capitalist democracies with the same likelihood 
will convert them into vassal Fascist states. Thé only possibility of 
“revolutionary action” will take the form of Thorez’ proposal to 
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load coastal guns facing Nazi Big Berthes 
across the Channel, 





organize a Republic of French Workers under German control and 
with Hitler’s permission. (N. Y. Times, July 20th.) 

Some assert that capitalist governments will not fight Hitler 
which, if true, makes the existence of the present war a mystery. 
That many capitalists do not desire to fight Hitler but to imitate 
him is, of course, obvious. But if they were in control of the gov- 
ernment, there would be no war. The existence of the war against 
Hitler is the fact which sets the problem for socialists. To use 
the fear that capitalists will not fight Hitler as a reason for refus- 
ing to support a war actually being waged against him makes no 
sense. Rather should such a fear lead us to a drive for the success- 
ful conclusion of the war against Fascism, in the course of which 
Hitler’s allies can be exposed. 

The nub of the matter is this. Democratic capitalism, if it is 
preserved against the onslaughts of Fascism, gives at least the 
possibility of organized activity in behalf of socialism; the victory 
of Fascism, however, carries with it the practical certainty of the 
total liquidation of the labor and socialist movement throughout 
the world. ad 

* % % 

THE official position of the Socialist Party is not as extreme as 

the one criticized in the foregoing section. It is prepared to 
defend the U.S. government, even under a eapitalist regime, in the 
event of an invasion by a totalitarian power. But it scoffs at the 
idea that the U.S. is in any such danger. It also opposes any eco- 
nomic or military aid to the democracies at war with Fascism, as 
steps necessarily leading to intervention. At the same time its 
spokesmen declare that their sympathies lie with the democratic 
powers and that they prefer the victory of the latter to the victory 
of Hitler. 

From this it follows that in principle the Socialist Party is 
neither pacifist nor defeatist, and that under some circumstances 
it will espouse the same position which the European socialist 


Proletarian Shibboleths 


NE CASUALTY of the second World War is the intellectual 
prestige of the honestly isolationist groups on the some- 
what ill-defined Left. Many of these exist in the form of minute 
political parties whose “insurrectionist” shibboleths are drawn 
from archaic traditions, or a 
hyper-thyroid and garrulous 
revolutionism so sectarian it 
has nothing on the worst 
features of a suicide pact. 
These sincere anti-war 
groups—ranging all the way 
from sliver DeLeonist groups 
to the Trotskyist and Social- /4 
ist parties — have failed 
adjust themselves to the new 
concept of total political, so- 
cial, economic and racial de- 
struction which lie in the 
wake of every Axis victory. 
They have failed to adapt 
their hatred of war to the 
contemporary need for de- 
fense of the democratic political vehicle in which they are still 
permitted to fight for a “socialist state” and for “proletarian 
democracy.” They follow the line of James Maxton and his col- 
leagues in the Independent Labor Party of Great Britain, who, 
while Stukas scream and spit exploding flame upon next door’s 
children, assail the “bourgeois democracy” of the Labor-domi- 
nated British cabinet. 

With complete annihilation champing only 22 miles across 
the Channel, with the trade unions of 11,000,000 formerly or- 
ganized workers run by storm troopers, with the socialist move- 
ments—and this editorial writer doesn’t permit himself the 
thought of the scores of thousand of trapped exiled leaders in 
France — literally ground out in dung —filled concentration 
camps, the ILL.P., enjoying full Euglish democracy, assails 
Downing Street and cries for a “Socialist peace” with Germany. 

And so it is with the American left wing isolationists. In 
the accompanying article, Sidney Hook analysis the arguments 
of these groups. 





























movement has taken to the present war. The issue then reduces it- 
self to questions of fact. Does Hitler challenge democratic Amer- 
ican institutions such as they are? Would his victory be more dis- 
astrous to the hopes and prospects of the international labor and 
socialist movement than the victory of the democratic powers? 

Those who deny that we need fear an attack by a victorious 
Hitler must argue either that this is outside of his intent or beyond 
his power. Concerning his intent there can be no legitimate doubt 
if we examine the Nazi record, program and, not least, its philos- 
ophy. Concerning his power to undertake such an attack, if Brit- 
ain is annihilated, military experts are in disagreement. But it is 
clear that granted his intent, the question of Hitler’s power to 
attack America, after he has consolidated the resources of Europe, 
depends solely upon technical and technological considerations 
which may change with startling rapidity. A policy, fraught with 
the same fateful consequences as the policies of appeasement and 
absolute neutrality, that can be rendyred untenable by one or two 
technical inventions, is stamped with the hallmark of political 
unrealism. 

a oo » 

HE second question as to the effects of a Hitler victory upon the 

status of the international labor and socialist movement is 
even more easily answered. The expressed preference of the 
spokesmen of the Socialist Party for a victory of the democracies 
over Hitler implies that they, too, are convinced that no reason- 
able equation can be drawn between Nazi Germany and democratic 
England. One would expect, therefore, that at the very least their 
program would call for shipment of military and economic sup- 
plies to the beleaguered opponents of Fascism. This was the 
position of the Socialist Party when the Loyalist government of 
Spain, capitalist but democratic, was defending itself against 
Franco, Mussolini and Hitler. It is 4mmaterial who sends supplies, 
the government or a private agency, so long as they are sent. 
Unfortunately, the platform written by the leaders of the Socialist 
Party shows not the slightest recognition of the implications of 
their own preferences. Nor, significantly enough, does it criticize 
their brother Socialist Parties abroad for taking a precisely oppo- 
site course. 

I am of the firm opinion that the capitalist democracies, and 
with them the international labor and socialist movement, can 
best be helped by the U.S. to ward off the menace of Fascism, wot 
by a declaration of war against Germany and Italy but by mobiliz- 
ing our resources to send immediate military and economic aid to 


England. This meets with the objection that war must necessarily 
follow. I am acquainted with no compelling reasons to believe 


this. After all, we have been sending some supplies, less than 
Germany and Italy sent Franco, and no matter how much we send, 
Hitler will probably wait until he defeats England before taking 
the U.S. on. It is undeniable, however, that a policy of organized 
and officially sanctioned help to Britain muy result in war. Let us 
assume it does. Why should socialists oppose a war against Hitler- 
ism—if it be true that a triumphant Fascism spells the end of all 
socialist, labor and liberal parties while a defeated Fascism means 
a possible socialist revolution in Germany and Italy, and a con- 


tinuation of progressive movements elsewhere? 
Only one serious argument has ever been advanced agains 
socialist support of a war against Fascism. It is asserted tha 


such a war will bring totalitarianism to the democracies 
engage in it. But this is an argument which those who 

position of the Socialist Party cannot employ. For if it were true, 
and constituted a sufficient reason to refuse to support war, then 
even a war of defense against Nazi invasion would be impermis- 
sable. It is obvious that if a war against Fascism necessarily 
leads to totalitarianism, them a defensive war by capitalist demo- 
cratic America against Nazi invasion would also lead to the same 











result. Yet Norman Thomas and the Socialist Party are not op- 
posed to military measures against Fascism in the event of actual 
invasion.* 

The more consistent position is intransigeant revolutionary 
defeatism—more consistent but still inconsistent with its other 
premises, besides being politically insane. According to this view, 
socialists should support no war of capitalist democracy against 
Fascism, no war of defense against actual invasion by Hitler and 
the: Gestapo, and no military appropriation—‘not a cent, not a 
gun, not a man’”—for defense. We will defeat Hitler, cries the 
revolutionary Mad Hatter, only by first defeating the enemy with- 
in our own country, those who are ready to fight Fascism although 
not yet ready to fight for socialism. All this while Hitler stands 
at the door and obligingly waits for the civil war to be over before 
striking. By this reasoning even the Bolsheviks were social- 
patriots for supporting Kerensky against Kornilov. Only individ- 
uals who know that there is not the remotest possibility of their 
exercizing a responsible influence on the labor movement (or 
Stalinazis carrying out instructions) can permit themselves the 
luxury of such ideas. In the meantime they disorganize the struggle 
against Fascism by asserting that since the democrats who are 
arrayed against Fascism may be the fascists of tomorrow, that 
therefore there is no difference between them today. Certainly, 
democrats may become fascists after they are defeated. So may 
socialists. The moral is not to contribute to that defeat by laming 
the only practical alternative to capitulation. 

* * * 

ILL a war against Fascism convert capitalist democracies into 

totalitarian cultures? The possibility cannot be gainsaid. 
But the probability of such an outcome is much less than that a 
triumphant Hitlerism will result in totalitarianism everywhere. 
The probability of the latter is so great as to amount to practical 
certainty. To the question, then, why take a chance of letting in 
through the window what we drive out by the door, socialists 
must respond that, if it comes to war, this is the only chance we 
have. It is a chance that we can improve upon if a shrewd and 
courageous labor movement takes the lead in the struggle. We may 
be able to shut the window as we drive the beast out through the 
door. 

Fundamentally, the issue is first one of available alternatives 
and only then one of relative probabilities. For every historical 
action is marked by uncertainty. This is admitted, albeit un- 
wittingly, even by those sectarian romanticists who counterpose a 
socialist revolution as a method of defeaténg Hitler at a moment 
when the democracies are engaged in a life and death struggle 
with him. When we ask them what assurance they have that their 
revolution will not degenerate into a totalitarian one-party state 
on the Stalinist-Trotskyist model, they can only answer in terms 
of probabilities and hopes. This on the assumption that they could 
ever succeed in overthrowing capitalist democracy and Hitler at 
once, a prospect so far-fetched as to tax the pious faith even of 
dialectical materialists. 

It may be granted, then, that risks accompany every course of 
action. But in a war between the democracies and Hitlerism, 
there are only two practical courses of action open for socialists: 
either to devote their energies to help the democracies win, or to 
oppose them and thus weaken their struggle against Fascism. The 
first may lead to totalitarianism; the second will lead to totali- 
tarianism. 

Sometimes socialists are taken to task for defending capitalist 
democracy against Fascism on the ground that they thereby com- 
mit themselves to a negative and defensive roie instead of rallying 
the masses in a positive struggle for socialism. This is like telling 
a man wrestling with an assassin that he should fight.not merely 
for life but for the good life, or like censuring a sick man, taking 
desperate measures to check a pernicious disease, because his 
efforts are so negative, so devoid of the positive, vital experiences 
which make life worth living. These analogies are exact insofar 
as the labor and socialist movement; in fighting Fascism, is literally 
fighting for ai chance to live, for a Lebenszeit in which it can at 
least put forth one more effort to realize its positive ideals. These 
analogies are inexact insofar as it is possible for a determined 
labor movement to aid in the fight against Fascism in such a way 
that, in the event of victory, its position will be strengthened. 
Who can deny that if England defeats Hitler, British labor will 
be far better situated, to continue its struggle for democracy and 
socialism than French labor today? 

RUT this is the policy of ‘the lesser evil!” Why should 
any one with common sense object to a lesser evil unless he can 
show that what is called “the lesser evil” is either just as bad as, 
or worse than, “the greater evil,” or unless he can produce a 
feasible alternative which represents “the least evil” in a critical 
situation? In other words, those who object to the course here 
advocated must prove either that a victory of the capitalist democ- 
racies over Hitler would be worse than a victory by Hitler, as 
Coughlinites and Stalinites maintain; or that it is six of one and 
half a dozen of the other, as Trotskyites assert, and which was 
true—in 1914; or that, in the event of war, there exists a third 
feasible alternative for the labor and socialist movements which 
will forestall the advent of Fascism and prevent their own de- 
struction, as many claim but none has so much as described. 

Socialists in the present period can fruitfully concern them- 
selves with the probiem of how to render the most effective sup- 
port to the democracies in their struggle against Fascism and at 
the same time strengthen the prestige of their ideas. They must 
adopt a kind of Clemenceau policy against the appeasers, the 
fifth columnists, and the inefficient wherever they are found. And 
some are sure to be found among big business men, professional 
patrioteers, and goverment officials as well as among organizations 
controlled by Germany and Russia. Much can be learned from the 
tactics of the English Labor Party without following it blindly. 
But this theme is too large for a brief discussion. Suffice it to say 
that those who believe that we should aid Britain ward off Hitler’s 


attack can with confidence take the issue to the country, as well as 


So it is! 






the issues that may grow out of that support. the struggle 
against Hitler has the approval of the In majority of 
the American people. The labor and vement not only 
can help save whatever democratic ri still have; it may 
be able to advance the cause of genuine ial democracy if it is 
courageous and intelligent It is important therefore that inde- 
pendent labor action as well as organizational integrity be pre 
served. 

Socialists have made many tragic errors in the past. The great 
est of these was their support, in most countries, of the first world 
war, out of which has arisen a state of affairs lifferent from 








what existed in 1914. History is replete with illustrations where 
the consequences of failing to take a proper position create new 
conditions which make the old position tenable That is one of 
the differences betwee 1914 and 1940 

My disagreement with their position on aid to the Allies is the 
only disagreement I have with the Socialist Party and its standard 
bearer; and despite that disagreement, I expect, as a socialist, to 


vote for Thomas 
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“Don't you know bourgeois governments can't defend 


freedom?" 
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Bill, ArnoldLabor‘Trust Suits: 


By THOMAS J. LYONS 
President, N. Y. State Federation of Labor 


THINK we all realize that this year’s convention of the New 

York State Federation was held in the most critical period in 
the history of our country. The effect of world shaking events is 
now being felt on our own shores. These conditions are partic- 
ularly. menacing to the house of labor. We are living in a world 
gone mad. It is a world dominated by dictators. These dictators 
control vast armies, countless tanks, almost unlimited air fleets and 
other implements of war which have been brought to an unparal- 
lelled point of destructive efficiency. 

Dictatorship and a labor movement as we Americans know it 
are in direct contradiction to each other. There is no such thing 
as a labor movement existent in the countries of the dictators or 
those countries they have conquered. 

Unfortunately and despite the definite position of labor in this 
national emergency on some fronts within our own borders there 
has been developed a reluctance and unwillingness to give the co- 
operation which this national emergency requires. 

The enemies of labor whether they be in the legislative halls, in 
the factories, in newspaper offices or in judicial robes, seem to have 
convinced themselves that they have the opportunity of a lifetime 
to. destroy the gains which our unions have won over so many 
years. By every sneaking device, by every conceivable maneuver in 
the. courts, in Congress, in the state Legislature, in inspired news- 
paper campaigns, they are trying to forge anew the shackles which 
labor succeeded in breaking under the battle standards of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

We will not permit the Defense Program, to which we pledge 
and have pledged our full cooperation and. support, to be used as 
the cloak under which labor is robbed of rights, both legislative 
and otherwise, which it has attained only after such long suffer- 
ing and sacrifice. 

* * * 
still remains our great unsolved problem. 
Our relief 


NEMPLOYMENT 

There are still more than ten millions unemployed. 
rolls in this state show no decrease. 

There is not a union that does not report 
continued unemployment in large numbers 
of our skilled American Federation of Labor 
trade unionists. Nevertheless, inspired arti- 
cles appear daily in our press—to the effect 
that there is already serious scarcity of 
skilled labor.. This propaganda is untrue and 
emanates from sources hostile to labor. Their 
purpose is to destroy the union standards and 
conditions of our people. 

The United States Employment Service last 
April made a preliminary inventory of per- 
sons available for defense production. It was 
found that, far from being a shortage, there 
was a tremendous reserve of skilled and semi- 
skilled labor to be drawn upon. 

What is behind all this hue and cry of labor 
shortage and what is sought to be attained 
by. creating that idea? Certain employers do not want to hire our 
skilled laborers and grant them the wages and conditions of their 
respective trades. They do not want to abide by the provisions 
of the Public Contracts and Fair Labor Standards Act calling for 
time and one half for overtime. They seek to create an irrespon- 
sible vocational training system at public expense which will pro- 
duce for them cheap, skilled labor. They hope to flood the labor 
market. beyond even its present overflow and create another force 
to destroy union conditions. 

The Building Trades unions have special cause for alarm in this 
fiction of a labor shortage. Their men especially with the skills 
developed over years of experience and training, as well as those 
of the Metal Trade industries are the type needed for work in 
the Defense Program. 

All this presents an issue which we can and must meet head-on. 
We cannot and will not permit the interest behind this drive with 
its single purpose to break down our organizations and standards 
to succeed. The way is clear for us to do this and in, the coming 
year as one of our major tasks I directly advocate and urge: 

1. That there be taken a census of the unemployed of each of 
our unions in the state and that there be listed the particular 
training and skills of each of these unemployed; 

2. That a clearing house be established, so that when any man- 
ufacturer or concern calls for labor, we may readily produce it; 

8. That there be a renewed vigor and activity on the part of* 
our vocational training committees, which have already been doing 
good work, so that vocational training may be used to supplement 
the labor market and not to dominate or destroy its conditions. 

We have come to expect from our long experience a variety 
in the forms of attacks made on labor. So too do we know that 
one cannot predict the sources from which they will come. 

Only too frequently are these attacks so well disguised that it 
takes most careful perception to uncover their purpose. One at- 
tack, however, which we have been subjected to in the past two 
years is outstanding because of its brutal directness and complete 
disregard of labor’s rights. This attack peculiar because of its 
combination of reaction, venom and viciousness has been carried on 
relentlessly by Thurman Arnold, Assistant Attorney-General of the 
United States from the very day that he took office in this ad- 
ministration. 


Arnold 


* 


form of procuring indictments against 

dozens of American Federation of Labor unions in this coun- 
try and their officials. Nothing was better calculated to assist in 
breaking down the confidence of the public in our unions than 
this flood of indictments with the resulting publicity chiefly based 
on press releases emanating from Professor Arnold’s office. 

It is particularly significant and noteworthy that Professor 
Arnold has not as yet procured the indictment of a single union 
affiliated with the Congress of Industrial Organizations. By this 
reference, I do not mean that such should have been done, but it 


IS attack took the 


certainly should be considered in determining the point or direction 


of the drive he is, has been, and continues to make. 

It was never intended that the Sherman Act should be used as 
the basis for criminal prosecution of labor unions, and a fair scru- 
tiny of the decisions on the Sherman Act will show that even though 
the Act was placed on the statute books in 1890 and was there for 
forty-eight years before Professor Arnold took office that in those 
forty-eight years there were less than a dozen criminal prosecu- 
tions of unions under the Act. 

It took a Professor Arnold to be able to boast that.in his two 
years of service in this administration he has procured the criminal 
indictments of hundreds of union and labor officials under the 
Sherman Act. 

The Supreme Court of the United States spoke but 
ago in the Apex case but even that decision has not 
fessor Arnold in his drive. 

The New York State Federation of Labor resents all union bust- 
ing drives no matter what the source may be and will fight to 
prevent the continued perversion of the Sherman Act. 

If there is one iota of sincerity in Professor Arnold’s drive then 
without delay he should immediately move for the dismissal of 
those indictments procured by him and which were outlawed by 
the Apex decision. 

I think it is plain to say that the 
be so arrogant today were it not for 
own ranks. 

But at no time 
so bright for the uniting of 
American Federation of Labor. 
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Bolstering of Unions 
Can Save America 


By WILLIAM GREEN 
President, American Federation of Labor 
IN these moving times when that which gives value 
and civilization lies in the balance, the observance of Labor Day 
takes on a new solemnity and a new obligation. Labor Day is in 
Labor’s economic world what Independence Day is in our political 
life. Labor Day typifies the status which Labor secured 
through union organization. 

For the wage earner finding the union means finding the way 
to those industrial rights which are the basis for justice and free- 
dom in that important part of life spent in earning a livelihood. 
We know that if we exercise political freedom we must also have 
economic freedom. The trade union is Labor’s economic declara- 
tion of independence. 

Free trade unions and democratic institutions are 
and grow from the same ideals of liberty. 

By common consent priority has now been granted to defense 
production. One and all agree that we can fight a revolution of 
destruction only with force. The keys to defense cquipment are 
adequate air force, mechanized troops and ships. Our problem 
is to get equipment with the speed necessitated by the imminent 
danger. 

Manufacturers and producers planning to undertake production 
required for our defense program, have been united on two de- 
mands: First, that their industries should be allowed to write off 
the cost of plant expansion for defense production within five 
years with allowances for depreciation and obsolescence; and 
secondly, the elimination of restrictions upon hours of work because 
of an alleged labor shortage. In the case of munitions the Govern- 
ment is planning to build the plants and lease them to the produc- 
ing companies. 

In accord with this background of protection for manufacturers 
against undue costs, are legal regulations to pay workers overtime 
in excess of the maximum standard of 40 hours provided by the 
Walsh-Healey Act and 42 hours in the Fair Labor Standards Act. 
The regulation does not prohibit longer hours but insures. workers 
against long hours at undue expense to them. 


to our lives 


has 


inseparable 


N Labor Day 1940 we rejoice in 
period of depression and conflict. Our union membership is at 

an all-time peak. Employed workers have made progress despite 
the depression. Approximately 700,000 union workers have gained 
the 30-hour week while the average work week for all dropped 
from 50 to 40; hourly earnings increased 20 per cent in dollars 
and 45 per cent in purchasing power. 

But progress for the employed is offset by the 
ployed who are denied places to earn a living in 
structure. When we learn that during these decades productivity 
has increased 50 per cent, we realize that upon a return to normal 
conditions the 30-hour week must be established for all and that 
industries must be expanded to capacity to provide work oppor- 
tunities for all and the higher standards of living 
for all. 

As labor costs per unit of output have decreased 25 per cent, 
wage increases could without difficulty much more nearly approxi- 
mate the increase in productivity. Sustaining purchasing power 
in the hands of workers families is necessary to maintain produc- 
tion at capacity. And this is the basic step in solving unemploy- 
ment which is our major and most imperative problem blocking 
the way to prosperity in peace and unity for national defense. 

Upon the organized trade union movement rests responsibility 
for maintaining labor standards for the maintenance of progress 
for Labor and prosperity for the whole Nation. It is our duty 
and our mission to maintain standards as our economic and social 
service, and to preserve our free trade unidéns as an organization 
necessary to government and justice in industry and to democracy 
in our political government. 

The labor movement in the United States, the oldest labor move- 
ment of the Western Hemisphere, has a responsibility for helping 
to preserve free unions in the New World. Without free unions 
democracy and liberty canot exist. This solemn duty rests upon 
the individual members of all unions. Labor Day 1940 should con- 
stitute a day of rededication and planning to carry out this high 
purpose. 
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Labor on the Ramparts 





Unity, America’s First Defense 
Against Fifth Column Sabotage 


By SAMUEL SHORE 

Vice-Pi eside nt, 

LABOR DAY was first set aside to dramatize the struggle or 
for the shorter working day, for civilized working hours. 

Today we may well set Labor Day aside with special 
gravity, to dramatize the part we of labor shall play in the 
struggle for civilization, for life itself. 

On this Labor Day we find America at last 
menace towering over our democratic institutions, our ideals 
of live-and-let-live. America stands on the ramparts frown- 
at the plague of dictatorship. 
continent of Europe has been converted from a citadel of 
civilization to a giant concentration camp. 


ing across the waters 


murder is the key to 


forces of de- 


ruthless 
those dark-age 
struction—murder of men, women 
of cultyre, 


and children, murder 


murder of liberty, murder of 


decent human _ relationships— 


political obscenity enthroned. 

We of Labor 
the face of the 
cratic institutions and free trade 


have long known 


enemy. Demo- 


unions are twin fruit on the tree 
of liberty. Where the free trade 
unions have been extirpated, 
there freedom has died, there up- 
standing workers have been 
crushed to the status of serfs, 
helots and slaves. Nazi, Fascist, 
Stalinist—the label may be dif- 
ferent, but the poison is the 
same, 
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UR first defense is our unity. 
Wars today are fought with 
more than cannons, tanks and 
planes. We are witnessing a con- 
flict of ideologies, and _philoso- 
phies of life, as stubborn and 
deadly as any fought with bar- 
rage and bomber. We have seen 
that it has become the practice 
of the enemies of mankind to 
assault the souls and minds of 
their intended victims before 
assaulting their bodies, Con- 
fusion, intimidation, uncertainty, 
terror, timidity, suspicion—all 
result from poison waves of 
propaganda. Even in our coun- 
try we have among us many so 
lost to decency that, breathing 
the free air of America, they 
harbor the souls of traitors. 
They compose the Fifth Column 
—the salesmen of dictatorship 
and slavery. 
America, 
has 


The common man of 
the trade union movement 
faith in our country, has the 
tough courage and the free spirit 
to smash “ersatz” discord. A 
unified labor movement in a 
satisfied nation, confident that 
sincere men are earnestly striv- 
ing to bring the good things of 
life to all, is any country’s best 
defense against any Fifth Col- 
umn. 

Our spiritual resources must 
be strong to withstand the subtle 
assaults of the Fifth Column. 
We must be just as strong in the 
instruments of defense against 
those who would destroy our way 
of life. Men, guns, tanks, planes 
—these alone are respected by 
dictators. Show me one 
poses the defense program of the 
United States and I’ll show you 
a menace, witting or unwitting, 
to the security and future hap- 
piness of the country. It matters 
not whether he be a cheap 
traitor with Nazi pay in his 
pocket, a flying hero flattered in- 
to the role of an “appeaser,” a 
starry-eyed “idealist” chanting 
about the Utopia that bombed 
Finland. 
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ET us add to them the 
patriots” who will the 
Spangled Banner and make 
airplanes—but only at a 12 per 
cent profit. These “patriots” have 
started the usual plea for ‘Senger 
hours, reduced working condi- 
tions, elimination of 
fits. Our idle man idle 
plants, and high productive ef- 
ficiency enable us to handle $5,- 
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We extend our greetings to all who 
work by hand and brain for the 


complete emancipation of workers. 


UNDERGARMENT AND 
NEGLIGEE WORKERS’ 
UNION © 
Local 62 — I. L. G. W. U. 


SAMUEL SHORE, 
General Manager 

















OU R HEARTIEST G REE TINGS 
to the Workers of the World 
on This Labor Day of 1940! 


AMALGAMATED LADIES’ 


GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION 
I. L. G. W. U. 


ISIDOR NAGLER, Manager 
LOUIS STULBERG, Asst. Mgr. 




















President 











Unity of Action, Solidarity With Our Brothers 
and Sisters 


Close to Freedom, Democracy 


LOCAL 89 
IL. G. W. U 


JOSEPH DI MELLA 


Will Bring the World 


and Liberty. 


LUIGI ANTONINI 


General Secretary 
























eo 





T Safurday, August 317, 1940 








GREETINGS 


from 


AMALGAMATED 


11-15 UNION SQUARE _ Corner 15th Street 


BANK 


NEW YORK 





Bai len" aie a 
COL. HARRINGTON 











GREETINGS 


131 West 33rd Street, N. Y. C. 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 


| SKIRT MAKERS’ UNION 
| Loeal 23-—I. L. G. W. U. 


WPA Expands; 
Projects Center on 


Defense Needs 
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| LOUIS GORDON, Chairman LOUIS REISS, Manager stray White House press confer- 





ce question has centered na- 








interest—diverted by de- 





fense publicity—once more on 





Power of Solidarity. 


Knitgoods Workers’ Union, 


I. L. G. W. U. 


We reaffirm our abiding faith in the tion, avhicl: is < 


the Works Project Administra- 
ping its crea- 
tion of golf courses and _ play- 
grounds for assignment to con- 


Local 155 struction of airports, army hous- 


ing projects, armories, military 


ip 
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LOUIS NELSON, Manager roads, naval yards and other 


work of military significance. 








Much abused by tax conscious 





We extend our greetings 
to all who work by hand 
and brain. 


Local 24 


SPECTOR, Manager 
| A. MENDELEWITCH, Asst. Manager 
ALEX ROSE, Secretary will rise gradually to $140,000,- 


industrialists in past years the 
WPA has suddenly developed na- 
tional respect, even in those 
stock-ticker circles, by aiding in 
defense work. For WPA support 
Congress has provided $975,000,- 
000 to be used in eight months 
instead of twelve. Signs indicate 


MILLINERY WORKERS that the fund will be spend in 


less than the shorter period. 
Working on WPA jobs at pres- 
ent are 1,700,000 persons at a 
monthly cost of $110,000,000. Be- 
ginning in September these costs 





000 a month, when a peak of 





2,300,000 jobs will be reached. 
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Heroic Struggle 
for Justice 
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Is a Tribute to Labor’s 


MAX GOLDMAN, 


| 
| 
| 
Wibnory Glockers 
| 


F. C. Harrington, WPA admin- 
istrator, calls for an increase to 
1.800.000 Signed in October; 
2,000,000 by November, 2,200,000 
by December and a peak of 2,- 
300,000 in January. This is only 
slightly under the average 1939 
WPA employment of 2,400,000. 
Continued stimulation of indus- 
try by war work and additional 
gains in construction helped give 
jobs to 130,000 more workers in 
non-agricultural industries  be- 
tween June 15 and July 15, 
Secretary of Labor Perkins re- 
ported, 
She estimate number at 
about 1,000.- 





work as : 
000 more than in the same period 

However, around 77,000 new 
jobs were said to have been added 


ies aided directly or in- 





ense program. 


The number of workers em- 








in arsenals and navy 


eased about 7,000. The 


Manager 
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Educators’ Job Insecurity 
Bars Pro-Labor Teaching 


By MARK STARR 
’ Teache 


(Vice-President, American Federation 

HE organized workers of the United States were among the earliest and most active sup- 
porters of free public education. More than 100 years ago they worked hard to shut 
the factory gate and open the school door to the children of the people. John Dewey and 


other noted educators have acknowledged the debt 


labor in the United States. 


which 


A. F. of L.) 


education owes to organized 


However, Labor so far has received only indirect and limited benefits from the public 
workers’ education carried on independently 


school system of the United States. Indeed, 


by the unions is necessary because the school system, 


viewed from the urgent needs of 


the trade unions, has failed to do the job which its early proponents expected. Workers’ 





education not only has to fill in 
the dangerous gaps left by our 
ordinary schooling but, in many 


has to be an antidote to 





cases, 


dangerous ideas and misinforma- 


tive increases 


facilities prov) 











ers’ needs. Labor 
tent to merely as 


led 


cannot 
quantita- 


for tl 


tion distributed through the of the United States 


schools. 


newspaper reports of inter-union 
strikes, strike violence, and of 
the relatively rare cases of rack- 
eteering by a few labor leaders 
find such wide and ready accept- N the 
ance in the minds of the general 
public because the whole picture 
is not given. The school does 
not prepare our children to par- 
ticipate in a society where “rug- 
ged individualism” is outmoded 
and where collective bargaining 
is now the law of the land. 

The schools have not yet snes 
caught up with the Supreme } 
Court in the matter of under- 
standing and appreciating the ne- 
cessity of collective bargaining 
with all its civilized procedures 
for the settlement of industrial 
disputes. Our children are not 
told about the important role of 
the unions and their many con- 


+ 


campaign 





j 


tributions to the community wel- 


¢ 
are, 


M°" EOVER, the schools are, in 

part, responsible for another 
danger now present. The schools, 
and particularly the vocational 
schools and colleges, prepare the 





youngsters for jobs which in 
nany cases are non-existent. 
When trained young men and 


women try to find a place in in- 


dustry, the employers often say _ MARK STARR 


they would like to employ them 











but that the union will not permit social attitudes. In 
ir entering industry. Youth, they themselves are 

a sappointed and drift ng, very of mis-education cone 

often thus develops an antago- trade union move 

nistic attitude to the trade union blind lead -the blind, 

movement. ble, both will fall inte 
In other countries Ma eache do n 

robbed of a chance of a jol idents ‘ cts of 


unable to get the hoped-for v 





‘ollar job, has donned ad itional 
oO the brown shirt a’ l become ife be ause tl Cse he n 
a willing dupe to destroy the g 
trade unions and the cooperative rance. In other case ey know 
organizations. We must see that the truth but dare no ll it 
his shall not happen here! La- It is calculated that there ar 
bor can rightly ask that some so- ove a million educators and 
cial science as well as mechani-  teache n the United States; so 
find ace ! Lie i € ( ‘ 
urriculum of the technical col- American Federat iche 
lege and school; every student 20.000. This is 
ould be given information a neglig id ar 
bout the labo -capital set-up in organizing campaign iddre ssed 
he industry he proposes to en- to parents and ci n well as 
er. carried ! he ght 
On Labor Day it is appropriate people and th n nethods 
that Labor review it whole po- could, wit n the nex wo or 
sition in relation to education. It three years, double reble 
cannot agree with the fuzzy- that memberss! 
led educators who think that TI large 
an extension of current univer-_ single professional grou umeri- 
ity facilities will meet the work- cally and i fluer an b 


tion of Teachers. 
too often timid folk with 
first’”’ written deeply 


first place, 


make an investment 
sive and attractive 


labor must examine 
There can be little doubt that quality of the educational 
ties to remedy some of 
fects and to meet 
dangers outlined above. 


to increase 
bership of the American 
Teachers 









< for 





closely 

the 
some 
} 

tne 


in 





ment. 


be con- 


» educational 


> beet yple 





American 
Federation of Labor can wisely 
an exten- 
organizing 

mem- 
Federa- 
are 


‘safety 


across their 





any cases, 
le product 
erning the 
If the 
the Bi- 
he ditch. 
tell their 
social life 


role of 
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HEBREW BUTCHER WORKERS’ 


UNION, Local 23 


J. BELSKY Bo 
Secretary B. LE 


_EFT ) Business 
EVINE ,] Representative 


s 


or the 


judged by the fact that the “John 
Dewyy Dewey Yearbook (1937)” 
stimated that thirty million chil- 
Sink youths and adults are di- 
rectly influenced by the schools 
each year. The campaign itself 
would thus be and educational 
effort of prime importance to the 
schools and communities of the 
United States. And hundreds of 
thousands of teachers in the U.S. 
receive miserable low wages and 
submit to petty tyrannies which 
are a disgrace to our country. 

ECONDLY, the composition of 

the boards of education should 
be drastically altered. Every 
study has shown that only a tiny 
fraction of the members of boards 
of education are in any way asso- 
ciated with the labor movement 
of the United States. The reac- 
tionary nature of many _ public 
school authorities destroys any 
hope of an early and easy im- 
provement. 

“School and Society” (Janu- 
ary 20, 1937) found out that over 
75 per cent of the members of 
boards of education in 104 cities 
studied were either business or 
professional men with the ranks 
of labor supplying only four per 
cent. George S. Counts, in his 
special study published in 1927, 
found that Labor only had three 
per cent of the school board posts. 

Even Roger Babson, as quoted 
vy Merle Curti in his “Social 
Ideas of American Educators,” 
(page 203) declares that “how- 
ever successful organized labor 
has been in many ways, it has 
never succeeded in directing the 
education of children. Capital 
still prepares the school books 
and practically controls the school 
systems of the world.” 

Teachers and textbooks cannot 
in the long run be any further 
advanced than the boards of edu- 





cation. Labor has enough influ- 

ence in many areas through its 
tral labor unions, through 

federations, and through its 


big international unions to secure 
its rightful share in thecontrol 
of the schools. 

One important factor previ- 
ously neglected has been the fail- 
to Labor. Just now the chambers 


of commerce in certain areas are 


successfully excluding books by 
Harold Rugg. (These books of 
Ruge have merely suggested that 


social problems do exist in the 
United States. Rugg tried to 
make the civies class into a 


forum to discuss some of the 


things which are wrong with th 
United States and which need al- 
teration.) 


has cause to be critica 


said and of 





in the historv text 


many of which are anti iquated 








attitude 
rement. A 
ld see that 
escued from 
status quo 
nion forces. 
hat progres- 
is for, in pro- 
individuals who 
through and not 
; and dogmas with- 
examination, is heav- 
y American trade 
that the trade un- 











} t the facts about 
he econ ife of the United 
States (including the record of 


the unio 





ns) be stated without fear 


or favor. When the teacher in 


the sch 


an old-time 





leo 


‘aded to become 
sergeant, bawl- 





01 is 


ing commands rather than devel- 


oping 


initiative and giving in- 


dividual care to his students, then 
the ideals of Labor are bound to 


suffer. 


Simultaneously with these im- 


prove 
might 


»ments in the schools, Labor 


well resolve on this Labor 


Day of 1940 to devote more inters 
est and support to workers’ edu- 
cation itself. Despite some prom- 


ising 
ment 


beginnings, the labor move- 
does all too little to build 


up junior unions and to help the 


boys 

sweet 
KNOW 
trade 


folk 


and t 


be 


and girls and the wives and, 
hearts of trade unionists to 


the real character of the 
unions to which their men 
long. Too often the radio 
le newspaper neglect and 


pervert stories about union activ- 





It} 


and it is this caricature which 


goes into the home. 


7. 


training of trade union 
mbers and of trade union 


officers still needs further devel- 


n t 
opment, 


We need many more la- 


bor pictorial magazines and mov- 
ies and (at least) a weekly na- 





tionwide radio hookup to combat 

verse publicity and give the 
ic a chance to know the truth, 
xample, about the recent 


ggery in Dallas, Texas, 


bout what the unions have 


s and hours, and the 
smanship exercised 
majority of labor 


e United States in common 


if the world faces 
changes. Old mar- 
ppeared and the in- 

ture of the United 

will be radically altered. 
and new inven- 

id industrial processes face 
y | 1. The problem 





employment, the problems 


ter social se- 
‘ share of the 
creased productivity 

* the workers, the 
up interna- 
nong the peo- 
h stand be- 
like questions 
ng answer and solution. 
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Let us resolve to work 
unceasingly to promote 
The New Leader to a 


circulation of 100,000! 
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M. BLUMENREICH 
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“THE NEW CEADER Z 


athers of Republic Welcomed 
British Link Against Despots 


as well as an idealistic interest in European affairs and that, 


By ALGERNON LEE 


HERE is a notion abroad that isolationism is a sacred Ameri- 


can tradition, created by the Fathers of the 


tepublic, cherished 


by five or six generations of good citizens, and faithfully followed 
by our statesmen until President Wilson got us into war with Ger- 
many, or at least until President McKinley sent American troops, 
along with British, French, Germans, and Belgian forces, to put 
down a revolt against monarchy in China. 


As O. Henry would say, the report lacks confirmation. 


Asa 


matter of fact every one of the first six presidents, not to mention 
Clay, Webster, and other leading statesmen down to the eve of 
; the Civil War, recognized that the United States had a practica! 


Serene 





i 


ae 


America's first line of defense—British coastal guns. 


“Friend of the (Wall St. 
An Old Hand at Smashing the Opposition Press 


By IRVING B. ALTMAN 


Editor of Dynamic America 


merely as a matter of national safety, our influence ought to. be 


felt on .the other side. 


So did such brilliant and versatile thinkers 


as Samuel F. B. Morse, inventor and artist, or John W. Draper, 


chemist and historian. 


And the people shared their views, espe- 


cially the working people, as witness the hundred thousand who in 
November, 1830, gathered in Washington Square to celebrate the 
second French revolution, and the welcome given in all parts of 
the country twenty years later to Louis Kossuth, Hungarian po- 
litical refugee, whom our government had openly aided in escap- 
ing the Austrian and Russian bloodhounds. 

As was pointed out in a New Leader editorial several weeks 
ago, George Washington did not in his Farewell Address sweep- 


ingly warn his countrymen against European alliances. 


What he 


did say was that we should “steer clear of permanent alliances” 
and “trust in temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.” 
Those words fit the situation today—but not in the isolationist 


sense. 


On New Year’s Day, 1814, under the impression that Napoleon 
might complete his mastery of Continental Europe and then con- 
quer England, Thomas Jefferson wrote of the danger that he might 
send armed forces in British ships to attack the United States, and 
declared: “It cannot be to our interest that all Europe should be 


reduced to a single monarchy.” 


If Jefferson was right in thinking that an invasion from the 
other side of the ocean was practicable in his time, his professed 
admirers should explain how it comes to be impossible today. 

Another few years, and in the fall of 1823 we find James Madi- 
son rejoicing in the fact that Great Britain and the United States 
were acting together on a line of world politics which affected Eu- 


rope as well as America. 


James Monroe had explained what came to be called the Mon- 
roe Doctrine by saying that it was meant to guard against the 


danger that the Holy Alliance would: attempt, perhaps 


to con- 


quer some Latin-American republics, perhaps to “control their 


destinies” 


because “the political system of 


without actual conquest. 


This, he said, we must resist, 
the allied powers (Russia, Prus- 


sia, Austria, Bourbon France, Spain, and the Papacy) is essen- 
tially different from that of America.” 

The British government, already heading in the direction of 
democracy, joined in this view, and this is what Madison wrote: 

“With the British power and navy combined with our own, 
we have nothing to fear from the rest of the world; and in the 
great struggle of the epoch between liberty and despotism, we 
owe it to ourselves to sustain the former, in this hemisphere at 


least.” 


Some of our industrialists and some of our politicians have 
got very far away from the spirit of the Founding Fathers. 


People”, Willkie, 


THE other day a seat on the New York Stock Exchange sold for a mere $35,000. In 1929 
that same seat brought over $600,000, but then we had the five-million-share days and 


brokerage commissions from trades were pouring in. 


Those were the blessed pre-New 


‘Deal days. There were no idle bank deposits and capital was flowing freely. We did not 


have a Securities and Exchange Commission to regulate the stock markets, 
Trade standards enforced by pesky Washington 


bureaucrats 


nor Fair 


to destroy business con- 


fidence. Business was booming and workers had jobs. Then came the bust up. The stock 


market bubble burst from overinflation, business 
the 


their jobs. The of 
people evaporated in the ensuing 
‘liquidation. 

The election of Wendell Willkie 
‘would’ spell hugé profits for Wall 
* Street operators. Willkie believes 

in easing up on the restrictions 
‘covering Wall Street speculation. 
It’s all right to have regulation, 
“but it mustn’t be effective; for 
effective regulation destroys busi- 
“ness confidence. Restore business 
confidence and investors. will once 
more flock to Wall Street, invest 
their savings, and we will 
have real recovery with jobs for 
‘all. This is the Republican for- 
mula for prosperity—in fact, it’s 
The American Way, don’t you 
know? 

But take this question of regu- 
lation. The history of regulation 
‘of American on the 
“whole, has not been a happy one. 
‘The big monopolies have pretty 
‘generally been able to escape ef- 
fective regulation by one legal 
device or other. One very effective 
device for avoiding such regula- 
tion has the holding com- 
pany set-up. Here is his- 
tory of how this works in actual 
practice. 


savings 


soon 


business, 


been 


a case 


—- in 1935, at the time Will- 
kie launched into his fight 
against the TVA, the State of 
Tennessee authorized the City of 
Chattanooga to purchase or con- 
struct a distribution 
plant, provided the voters of the 
city should 
in a 
referendum, 
and Southern, 
pany, and its s 
hessee Electric Power Company, 
caried 
paign against the bond issue. A 
so-called Citizens 
Committee was fo 
fight. 
The president 

has 


the Tennessex 


municipal 


approve the project 
Prior to the 
the Commonwealth 
Mr. Willkie’s com- 
ibsidiary the Ten- 


referendum. 


on an unsuccessful 


cam- 


Taxpayers 
1+ } 


rmed to lead the 


and 


since acted 


WASHINGTON, D. ¢ De- 
spite the news coverage in tl 
daily press, the Fede 
ment’s activitic 
shrunk down to tl 
partments only 
bureaus, 
function siler 
ders, tracking dow: 

) prosecuting 
poration combines, fei 
pure food and drugs 
tions, developing plans { 
lie 
for public health and ever w 
ing the scope « efi 
the scores of New Deal 
laws. 

Unnoticed yy the re 
few 70.000 agric 
tural workers—the 


val Gover 


for yea 


tl, or 


price-goug 


blueprinting 


housing, 


t+ 
1 benel 


days ago 
semi-peonape 
from Cal 


class stretching 





went into 


a tailspin and workers lost 





and its treasurer was connected 
with an underwriting concern 
which actively handled securities 
of the same company. The total 
funds used by the committee in 
campaigning against public power 
$22,265.45. Of this $20,000 
was contributed by Common- 
wealth and Southern. 

At the time of this fight Mr. 
Willkie was quoted in the New 
York Times as follows: 

“The only regret the Common- 
wealth and Southern Corp. has 
is that if a larger contribution 
could have overcome the propa- 
ganda and contributions of the 
federal government and the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority that it 
did not make such additional con- 
tributions.” 

Now in Tennessee, as in many 
other crime for 
officers doing 
spend 


was 


states, it is a 
corporation 
business in the state to 
money to influence a public elec- 
tion, but the Commonwealth and 
Southern is a Delaware corpora- 
tion, and as a mere holding com- 
pany, it would claim that it did 
not do business in the state of 
Tennessee. It would, of course, 
have been different had its sub- 
sidiary the Tennessee Electric 
Power Company, spent the money 
to kill public power. 

Mr. Willkie can record 
favoring regulation of utilities, in 
the that under 
present conditions such regula- 
cannot be wholly effective. 
can a Public Service Com- 
effectively regulate 
operating utility company doing 


of a 


go on 


full knowledge 


tion 
How 


mission an 





‘tric Power Co., 


—Out of 


EP 
i. 


3 oy 


~ 


the 
were 


farms to 
New York 

the provisions of 

1 Hours 
cents an hour 

re for farm labor. 


iral workers to date 


rregated from other 


le receiving 


Peonage 


S¢ 


social 


business in Tennessee owned by a 
holding company organized under 
the laws of Delaware, and having 
its principal business offices in the 
Chase National Bank building at 
20 Pine Street, New York? This is 
the Commonwealth and Southern 


set up—and this is the way most ' 


of the utilities are set up. 
Mr. Willkie and 
Freedom of the 

R. WILLKIE 

that “free and 
press is one of the guaranties of 
democracy.” Does Mr. Willkie 
practice what he preaches? Let‘s 
see. 

Down in Chattanooga, George 
Fort Milton, a real progressive, 
published one of the few liberal 
newspapers found in the South. 
Mv. Milton opposed Mr. Willkie 
and the Southern and Common- 
wealth Corporation in their fight 
against TVA. So Mr. Willkie and 
his Tennessee Electric Power 
Company got on the job to destroy 
this liberal paper. The Tennessee 
Utilities Commission found the 
Willkie power company guilty on 
917 counts of “using illegal de- 
vices” to destroy the Chattanooga 
News by unlawfully helping its 
competitor, which was “friendly” 
to the Power Trust’s interests. 

Mr. Milton’s paper first sup- 
ported TVA, then favored a pub- 
licly owned power plant for Chat- 
tanooga. -What followed? We 
refer you to the records of the 
Tennessee Utilities Commission, 
which show— 

(a) That Mr. Willkie’s com- 
pany withdrew its advertising 
from the Chattanooga News after 
a competitor, the Free Press, had 
been set up in business by a group 
of men whose chief stockholder 
was Silas Williams, an attorney 
for the Tennessee Electric Power 
Company. 

(b) That Mr. Willkie’s 
pany was found guilty of turning 


Press 
has. declared 
untrammelled 


com- 





legislation benefits, because of 
the nature of their work. The 
new ruling sets a precedent in 
bringing the men under the pro- 
tection of the Wages and Hours 
Law, and it blow at 
the employers who have tried to 
take the teeth out the law 
by claiming exemption for their 
workers under the “area of pro- 
duction” clause which—to date 

has been a weak point in the 
line of labor defense. 

The Department of Justice has 
also been proceeding with crim- 
nal prosecutions under the Wage 
and Hour Law. Over $1,000,000 
a month will added to the 
wages of more than 60,000 work- 
ers in 12 southern pulpwood 
manufacturing plants, if the 
prosecutions are successful. 
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over to this Silas Williams the 
sum of $10.000 “under the guise 
of counsel fee ... all of which 
Williams shortly turned over to 
the Free Press in ostensible con- 
sideration for the. issue to him 
of certificates of stock.” 

(c) That Mr. Willkie’s power 
company bought $19,303 worth of 
advertising in the paper set up to 
fight the Chattanooga News, and 
paid an advertising rate “far in 
excess of the regular rates’”— 
about 25 per cent higher—the 
only conclusion being that Mr. 
Willkie’s company paid more than 
it had was a subsidy to the 
“friendly paper.” 

(d) That Mr. Willkie’s com- 
pany granted a 5 per cent dis- 
count on the power bills of the 
Free Press, even after they be- 
came delinquent, and when they 
were not subject to discount. 

(e) That Mr. Willkie’s com- 
pany further gave indirect finan- 
cial help to the publisher who was 
fighting the Chattanooga News by 
giving him a 5 per cent discount 
on the bills of some 40-odd groc- 
ery stores in which the publisher 
was interested. There were 909 
other counts on which Mr. Will- 
kie’s company was found guilty 
of trying to destroy a newspaper 
whose policies he didn’t like. 

What finally happened to the 
Chattanooga News? If was sold 
by the sheriff to the Free Press, 
the same paper the Tennessee 
Utililities Commission said had 
been subsidized by Mr. Willkie’s 
power companies. The News was 
sold—and then killed. 

But Mr. Willkie says he be- 
lieves in the freedom of the press. 
Would this be the fate of the 
other papers who oppose Mr. 
Willkie if he were elected presi- 
dent of the United States? 
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Propaganda Analysis’ Debunking 
Turns Into New Anti-British Weapon 


By DR. WILLIAM E. BOHN 

DURING a trip through the Middle West I read a good 

book on propaganda analysis. It is called “War Propa- 
ganda and the United States” and was written by Harold 
L.avine and James Wechsler. These young men, with the 
blessing of the Institute for Propaganda Analysis, have 
u ndertaken the perilous task of picturing the waves of argu- 
mient which roll over the American people as we play our 


part in World War II. 


This dramatic effort gives us a chance to size up the 
whole great movement for propaganda analysis. Because 
this study is a careful and technically first-class work it 


gives us a perfect test case. My 
sincere admiration for a difficult 
job superbly done cannot blind 
me to the fact that in a time 
of crisis the propaganda experts 
have fittle to offer to a nation in 
the throes of decision. 

The failure lies not in the men 
}yut in the presupposition of the 
task. To them all propaganda is 
on the same level—just as to an 
entomologist all bugs are equal. 

This involves a tacit denial of 
all moral issues. A perfect ana- 
lyst can never reach a conclusion. 
He is as far from the hot affairs 
of men as the astronomer is from 
the birth or death of a star. 

The last sentences of the book 
state blandly that the ~American 
people are having their minds 
made up for them: “The great 
bulk of the people, as in most 
wars in most eras, seemed to be 
watching the enactment of a 
drama in which their role had 
already been fixed. They neither 
clamored for war nor cried for 
tpeace. They waited, and _ the 
-words rolled over them.” 

* oa 3 

HE theory is that the people 

of the United States are just 
dupes, robots, iron filings which 
are pulled this way or that by 
the strongest magnet. British lec- 
turers, German broadcasters, 
Communist editors woo them, and 
the gang that does the best job 
will win them for isolation or in- 
tervention. Even, in the thinking 
of the authors, Americans who 
have opinions one way or the 
other are mere appendages of 
foreign interests. The presup- 
position is that there are no genu- 
ine issues, no ways of getting at 
essential facts, and no_ people 
genuinely interested in the wel- 
fare of America or of the world. 

Suppose that two sharp men 
like these had written a similar 
book in 1861. 

The use of “Honest Abe” to de- 
signate the -President of the 
United States would have been 
hailed as a familiar propaganda 
device. Lincoln would have been 
breveted as the supreme propa- 
gandist of his age. The cleverness 
with which he tied in the inter- 
ventionist cause with the accepted 
Websterian slogan, “Liberty and 
Union, now and forever, one and 
inseparable,” would have been 
marked as‘the masterpiece which 
won the day over the other de- 
vices in the hands of other ex- 
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perts. 

He would have been ranked 
over Douglas and Breckenridge— 
not because he represented liberty 
as opposed to slavery—but be- 
cause he used a good trick and 
pulled the greater part of the 
population over to his side. 


HE authors would not—could 

not — have recognized any 
right or wrong. The unity, free- 
dom and happiness of the nation 
would not have been discovered 
to be at stake. In fact there 
would have been no judgement 
of the rival propagandists except- 
ing on the basis of their relative 
cleverness and_ success. 

It is in the nature of the pro- 
fession of propaganda analysis 
that it tends to place all propa- 
ganda and all propagandists on 
the same level. The very effort 
to be unbiased leads to this result. 
Lord Lothian is placed on the 
same level as William Pelley and 
Father Coughlin. 

He is, moreover, referred to as 
“the ubiquitous Lord Lothian’— 
the old name-calling device used 
here in a book which is supposed 
to be propaganda analysis rather 
than propaganda. Women who 
raise funds to help suffering 
Finns or who knit to cover cold 
French or British soldiers appear 
as rather sinister characters with 
evil motives. The Nazis and the 
Communists are properly cha- 
racterized. But since everyone 
discussed is dumped in the same 
kettle they all come out dyed with 
the same hue. Everyone who 
takes any stand at all comes out 
as a rascal. The general result 
is an enormous smear campaign. 


HE proportions of space de- 

voted to opposing propagandas 
suggest that the authors set 
themselves the special task of 
deflating Britain, France, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, and all Ameri- 
cans favorable to the anti-Hitler 
Cause. On page 165 they frank- 
ly acknowledge that in relation 
to censorship “England was 
utopia compared with Germany, 
Italy and the Soviet Union.” Yet 
roughly three times as much 
space is spent dissecting British 


efforts as is given to the elabor- 
ate products of Herr Goebbels’ 
machine. 

The authors’ obvious purpose 
is to show that the entire debate 
is false and that all of the de- 
baters are liars and hypocrites. 
Since few Americans are deceived 
by the Germans, there is little 
need of wasting space on them. 
But millions of Americans do be- 
lieve in the British cause. So an 
analyst’s job is to deflate Britain, 
put it on the level with Germany. 

The same sort of difference oc- 
curs in the treatment of Ameri- 
cans on the two sides of the 
argument. The Communists and 
Nazis are sharply characterized. 
But genuine American isolation- 
ists, like Senator Nye and Sen- 
ator Wheeler, emerge from the 
acid looking pretty fine. Nicholas 
Murray Butler and Dorothy 
Thompson, on the other hand, are 
mere British dupes. 

Here we have the result of the 
best job of propaganda analysis 
yet produced. All argument is 
reduced to nullity. Morality is 
erased. Nothing remains but 
cynicism. The only patriots, 
American youth are taught, are 
people too deaf to hear the radio, 
too blind to read the papers, and 
too dumb to. express an opinion. 
Those who listen, reach decisions, 
join groups, make sacrifices, de- 
vote themselves to causes, are all 
dupes. a) 

READ this book, as I remarked 

in the beginning, during the 
interims of a trip through Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan. Between 
its chapters, I talked with hun- 
dreds of people, filling-station 
attendants, farmers, factory 
workers, preachers, teachers. 

I wish to report to the authors 
that their picture of those folks 
out there is a fallacious one. I 
found them sober, not at all 
pulled this way and that by any 
sort of propaganda. Their think- 
ing about the war is based on in- 
dubitable facts which are clear 
to anyone who reads or listens. 
To them this great tragedy it not 
a business of tricks. Morality is 
to them very real, and issues are 
simple—as they were to their 
grandfathers in 1861. 

This volume adds to confusion 
by whirling liars and_ honest 
people about in a kaleidoscope. 
Men who aspire to make their 
work an honorable profession 
must offer some genuine help. 
There must be a connecting of 
arguments and issues with per- 
manent human values. The pur- 
pose of the chemical analyst is 
to find the right combination of 
elements to make a useful prod- 
uct. Perhaps there is a useful 
hint to be found here. 
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